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THE PROMISE FULFILLED. 


“To, Iam with you alway, even to the end of the world.” 


Tn the work of saving souls, either at home or abroad, there is a necessity for 
the presence of “ power from on high.”” Without Christ and his Spirit, no conver- 
sion of sinners could take place even in Christian lands. No eloquence of speech, 
nor soundness of intellect, nor cogency of reasoning, could ever convert a single 
soul. How much more is that ‘‘ power ” requisite in heathen lands, where often 
men are not only ignorant, but infidel ; not only destitute of true religion, but 
wedded te a false religion, to which they seem to adhere the more tenaciously in 
proportion to its falsity and absurdity. Hence no success in the ministry or the 
missionary work could exist, apart from the influence from above which renews 
the soul and prepares it for glory. No amelioration of the condition of the world 
would take place. Seed might be sown, but it would yield no fruit. Divine 
truth might be set forth, but it would be without effect. 

Besides, God has committed the gospel to frail and dying men, whose lives are 
short, and their period of active usefulness even shorter than their lives. He has 
committed to them a trust, and retained with Himself the power, “that the 
excellency of the power might be of God, and not of us.” 

It is wise that it should be so. Were the power in human hands, we should 
not use it wisely. We should not distribute it justly. God would obtain from it 
less glory ; man, less good. But when Christ sends forth his servants with his 
commission, and appends to it the promise, “ Lo, I am with you alway, even to 
the end of the world,” — what a weight of care is taken off from our shoulders ! 
What a burden of anxiety and responsibility do we escape! What a fountain of 
strength is opened to us like rivers in the desert ! 

And the Lord Jesus has not only given this promise, but fulfilled it continu- 
ously in the progress of the ages. The history of the world since the opening of 
our era has been a history of the fulfilment of Christ’s engagement to his servants. 
The more largely the promise has been put to the test, the more largely it has 
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The Promise Fulfilled. [January, 
been honored and established. We find proofs of its fulfilment in the period of the 
New Testament, in all times of special persecution, in all oceasions of peculiar ex 
gency throughout missionary history, — from the time when Herod * killed James, 
the brother of John, with the sword,’’ and when Stephen saw ‘‘ the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of power,” down to the prison of Oung-pen-la, the martyr- 
doms of Madagascar, and the seas of blood through which the servants of Jesus 
Christ waded to their death in the recent Indian mutiny. The more numerous 
and deep the exigencies, the more occasions there are for the fulfilment of the 
promise, the more illustrious the opportunities for the display of Christ’s glorious 
presence. Just as, the more numerous the rain-drops in which the light suffers 
refraction, and the heavier the cloud opposite the sun, the more distinct and 
beautiful is the rainbow. 

Even in the times of the Old Testament there was a foreshadowing, in the his- 
tory of the prophets, of what should come to pass in the latter days. Moses com- 
plained, at the time of his divine legation, that he was slow of speech ; but God 
said to him, “Surely I will be with thy mouth.’’ Elijah deemed in his despon- 
dency that he was left alone, and trembled lest all the camp of Israel should turn 
to the worship of Baal ; but God answered by fire from heaven, so that the people 
exclaimed—‘‘ The Lord, He is the God! The Lord, He is the God!” Jeremiah 
said, when he assumed the prophetic office, ‘‘ Ah, Lord God, behold I cannot 
speak, for I am a child ; ’’ but there came from Jehovah the reply, ** Behold, I have 
put my words in thy mouth.’ Thus God gave beforehand an illustration of what 
should occur in later times, when Ife would promise to his people—and fulfil his 
promise — “‘ Lo, I am with you alway.”’ And from the beginning of the history 
of the Christian church, we have a profuse record of the same thing, to the honor 
of God and the glory of his Son. Paul and Silas were thrust at evening into the 
inner prison at Philippi, but the promise was fulfilled before the morning light. The 
believing and baptized jailer, with his believing and baptized household, and the 
first church in Europe, then and there begun, was a proof of its truth and a wit- 
ness of its power. Jolin was exiled to the isle of Patmos; but the glory of the 
Lamb which shone around him, rendering the days of his expatriation the bright- 
est period of his life, was a beautiful illustration of the passage — ‘ Lo, I am 
with you alway.”” When the revelation was made to Paul, ‘** Lo, I am with 
thee, and no man shall have power to sit on thee to hurt thee” (Acts 18: 19), 
— then sounded again that key-note of Christian consolation. When in our own 
New England, Obadiah Holmes was seourged for his religion, he said that he felt 
not, as it were, the punishment, though it was very violent, — by reason of the 
sweet manifestation of the Lord Jesus to his spirit. When our missionary brethren 
have suffered bonds and imprisonment for the name of Christ, and when they have 
** Jabored for his name, and have had patience and have not fainted,’’ the promise 
has again and again been fulfilled. Why should we dwell only upon the names 
of the honored and beloved dead? We remember once to have heard the 
statement from our esteemed br. Oncken, that the month which he spent in 
prison for the name of Christ was one long Sabbath of communion with God, and 
Christ, and saints, on earth and in heaven. 

The missionary work has its difficulties, and those who engage in it have their 
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toils and their trials. 
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But the “ Lord of the way ”’ stands at the head of the way 


announcing his promise of aid ; and along the whole pathway of ages are fulfilments 
of the promise, set up like memorial stones, each being inscribed — ‘ Fear not 


for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for I am thy God. 


I will strengthen thee, 


yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my right- 


eousness.”’ 


TELOOGOO MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. DOUGLASS. 


The first portion of the following communi- 
cation is, in part, recapitulatory of the history 
narrated in the letter of Mr. Jewett, published 
in the Magazine for November. It is present- 
ed, however, with additional and interesting 


details which entitle it to a place in the record | 


of our missions. 


Conversion of Ma Lutchmy. 


Nellore, Sept. 29, 1858. — You have | 


been apprised by former letters of the re- 
cent work of God among us in the con- 
But I should 


not say recent, since God is giving us 


version of precious souls, 


present proof of the operation of his Spirit 
among us. 


fall on this blackened and furrowed hea- | 


then soil. 
and though we wait long for an abundant 
harvest, we are sure God's promises can- 
not fail. 

We made a visit to Annareddy palem, 


Jesus will have his own. 


nearly two years since, at which time 
Narayadu was baptized.* From that day 
we have looked with anxious solicitude 
for the work of the Spirit in giving re- 
pentance and eternal life to the wife of 
Narayadu. About five weeks since the 
Lord opened to the truth the heart of her 
daughter, Ma Lutchmu, who is a mem- 
ber of the boarding school. Soon after 
she visited her mother to tell what a bless- 
ed Saviour she had found. But to her 
great joy the Lord had passed that way 
before her. Her mother had begun to 
pray, and the scales of darkness and un- 
belief had fallen. That was a happy 
hour, when in that humble weaver’s house 
father, mother and eldest child prayed, 
and worshipped together the King of 


* See Magazine for August, 1857, p. 307. 


Showers of grace continue to | 


kings, who had come to take up with 
them his abode. The visit of the daugh- 
ter at home was greatly blessed. 

We had hoped that Lutchmy might be 
baptized in the same place where her 
husband had been; but scarcity of water 
and her ardent wish to profess her love in 
Jesus seemed to indicate Nellore as the 
place for the happy event. At our re- 
quest she came to Nellore, and was bap- 
tized on the fifth of this month. 

Instead of our regular preaching ser- 


vice, we devoted the morning to prayer 


and a church meeting, at which Lutchmy 


_ related her story of the dealings of God 


The seed sown is springing up, | 


with her soul. During the account, which 
was clear and interesting to all, many 
were present who know not God. The 


church was unanimous in her reception, 


| for the work of the Spirit was most mani- 


fest. Her story ran somewhat thus: 


Narrative before the Church, 


“T have long served Satan and sin, 
living in ignorance of the true God and 
devoted to idols, until I heard of Christ 
and his salvation from the sainted Chris- 
tian Nersov. Afterwards 1 heard from: 
other native Christians the story of the 
cross, so that gradually I came to under- 
stand my duty better, and that I was a 
great sinner. Still my heart was hard 
and remained unmoved. When my hus- 
band was baptized and for some time be- 
fore, I felt that this was the true way ; yet 
I remained in idleness about my soul’s 
salvation, until about four months since. 
About that time I began to feel that I 
must do something to be saved. I began 
to pray alone, and soon God, I trust, heard 
my prayer; for I now love Jesus. Idols 
are nothing ; Jesus is all.” 

“Have you been a sinner?” she was 
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asked. Stretching her hands wide asun- 
der she said, “ Yes, my sins are number- 
less.” “ How do you know you are born 
again?” “Old things are going; new 
things coming.” 

Thus another soul, we trust, has passed 
under the covert of our dear Saviour’s 
love ; illiterate, but taught in the science 
of heaven. Though very feeble, and un- 
able to walk, except with great difliculty, 
she walked from her village home, thirteen 
miles distant, in two days, to profess be- 
fore a heathen world her love to Christ. 


Another hopeful Convert—Eaptisms. 


Margaret, one of our boarding school 
girls, came before the church at the same 
time, feeling that now was her opportuni- 
ty to profess her love to Jesus. She is 
one of the three mentioned by br. Jewett 
as having asked for baptism at the former 
occasions of administering the ordinance. 
The principal evidence of her faith was 
her consistent walk and love of prayer, 
and energy of purpose to serve Christ at 
all times. As in worldly matters, so in 
religion, what she does she does with her 
might. Her whole name is Margaret 
Baldwin; she is named after the late 
widow of the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, of Bos- 
ton. 

The two were baptized at sunset in the 
Pennar, by br. Jewett. In the evening, 
after the baptism, sixteen native Chris- 
tians gathered with us around the table 
of our Lord, and we all felt that it was 
good to be there. 

If such scenes as we have passed through 
and are passing through do not recom- 
mend the work among the Teloogoos to 
the churches of Christ in America, we are 
at an utter loss to know what will. 

Pray for us, that the Lord may estab- 
lish the work of our hands, by filling them 
with his own blessed employ. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 
The Mission House completed. 


Henthada, July 9, 1858.—I have the 
pleasure to inform you that the “ Mission 
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House at Henthada” has been built. It 
is, at least, a decent appearing house and 
very permanently built. It will, I think, 
afford a good dwelling for some one for 
the next twenty years. But its walls 
have gone up “in troublous times.” Last 
March, when there was not sufficient 
money in our treasury to support our 
families even a week, we commenced the 
house and carried on the work without 
interruption, until about a month since, 
when the house was completed. We re- 
cord with pleasure that, alchough the 
house cost about fifteen hundred rupees, 
yet we are entirely free from debt; and 
that even now our “barrel is not quite 
empty.” 

I hardly need say that we find it ex- 
tremely pleasant to live in our new house ; 
for it has cost us much toil and anxiety. 
Besides, we are freed from a crushing 
burden of anxiety. Henceforth we hope 
to devote all our energies in laboring di- 
rectly for the salvation of souls. The fear 
that every severe gale may level our 
dwelling with the ground, no longer 
haunts us. 


Normal School—New Worshippers. 


I have said that our house has been 
finished about a month; but long before 
it was completed, we were surrounded by 
about sixty young men and women, the 
members of our present normal school. 
The school is now fully under weigh and 
employs much of our time; yet we have 
a sufficient number of native teachers in 
school to enable us to spend all necessary 
time with visitors from the jungles. 

We are constantly hearing of new wor- 
shippers in various parts of this wide field. 
But we long to sce more glorious displays 
of God's grace. Llere, among the fifty 
thousand Karens resident within the lim- 
its of this mission, pray that the Spirit’s 
presence may be manifested as it has 
been for months in our own beloved 
land. 


Wants and Supplies. 


So much has been said to the people 
of God in America of late in respect to 
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giving to the cause of missions, that one 
feels loth to say more on that subject. 
But let me ask, Do our friends know that 
they are not supporting their missionaries 
in Burmah? For the first six months 
of the current year, we received but little 
more than enough to purchase our daily 
food. For the past three months, we have 
not received a cent through the Union 
from Baptists in America. Had not aid 
reached us from other sources, we should 
have all starved to death! <A serious 
fact. 

But aid from other sources has unex- 
pectedly, and almost miraculously, reached 
us. It has come from India. Yes, Eng- 
lish officers, some of whom had just lost 
all their property, or what was far dearer 
than gold or silver, — military oflicers, 
even in the midst of the excitement 
and toil of war, have come to our aid. 
They have within the last two or three 
months sent more than twelve thousand 
rupees to us — American Baptist mission- 
aries in Burmah! Hence we remain at 
our posts, and are going forward, just as 
we intend to do until death. 

One hundred and seventy were bap- 
tized within this mission during the past 
year. ‘Totah, whose likeness appeared in 
the Magazine for August, baptized twenty 
on a recent tour. 


NINGPO MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF DR. MACGOWAN, 


Concluded from Vol. xxxviii. p. 425, 

The Hu Clan—Hardships of Travelling. 

Opposite the district city of Tunglu we 
quitted the river and commenced a long 
land journey, which led us far from home, 
but was necessary to complete the survey 
of the province. At the close of the first 
day we came to a village exclusively oc- 
cupied by the Ilu clan, the descendants 
of the god of that name.* Everything 
indicated prosperity. The village was 
beautifully situated at the entrance of a 
long gorge which belonged to the family. 


*See Magazine for January, 1858, pp. 13, 14. 
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A fine temple to the god of literature, by 
the side of the ancestral temple, among 
other things indicated the Hus to be peo- 
ple of consideration. 

As we were not cordially received, our 
experience as travellers taught us to make 
sure of a place of shelter. Happily the 
door of the literary temple being open, 
we seated ourselves at the sill, while our 
people went in search of lodgings. They 
returned, bringing information that neither 
lodging nor food could be procured. We 
then spread our blankets on the floor of 
the temple, to the displeasure of the Ilus, 
who did not care to go so far as to order 
us out. In the course of the evening some 
of the leading members of the clan visited 
us and condescended to receive books ; 
yet,—a most extraordinary thing in China, 
—they sent us no tea. 

As we went to bed supperless, and 
could get no breakfast in that inhospita- 
ble place, we rose early and hurried on 
to the mext village. Here too we could 
purchase nothing; but as there was a 
village at every mile or two, we went on 
increasingly confident that at the next, or 
next place, we should breakfast, or dine, 
for it was now noon. We subsequently 
discovered that the laird of the valley had 
preceded us in a sedan, and had admon- 
ished all against receiving us. At their 
usual dinner-time we arrived at a large 
village; every man, woman and child 
turned out to see us, each with a bowl of 
rice, which the nimble chopsticks were 
passing into their gaping mouths. Our 
famished people did their best to make a 
purchase of food; but to their surprise 
every family declared that no provisions 
could be spared. The people would 
not even allow us to boil our chocolate. 
To ascend that gorge is hard at any time; 
it was particularly hard that day. My 
companion endured fatigue and hunger 
very well. But I began to feel as travel- 
lers do who are perishing from cold; a 
drowsiness was added to weakness and 
trembling. But now the laird himself 
had grown hungry, and remained so long 
feasting at the last village that we reached 
the next before him; and as the people 
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had not yet received their warning, we 
procured refreshments towards the close 
of the day, before Mr. Hu had come up. 
It was here that we discovered the cause 
of the mystery. Some expressions which 
we let drop were conveyed to the laird, 
no doubt with exaggerations, which led 
him to retrace his steps instead of going 
further up the gorge. So we saw him no 
more. 

Crossing that wild mountain, we reached 
a beautiful valley, in the richest part of 
which is the city of Pukiang. We passed 
through two other walled cities, Iwu and 
Tungang, in all of which we leisurely 
distributed books and prescribed for pa- 
tients. In some parts of this route I was 
able to use the assistance of a sedan, which 
I shared with our teacher. At a large 
village called Taping (Greatpeace), there 
was a gathering of people. We had ar- 
rived on the birth-day of a god. Our 
whole party passed quickly through the 
town, to avoid the crowd which gn such 
occasions is always unruly. Unfortunate- 
ly, my bearers put me down in front of 
a space which was filled with crowds 
gazing at a theatrical performance. The 
outskirts were filled with gaming tables 
and booths. The theatre and the gaming 
table were at once deserted, and the most 
worthless populace in that region sur- 
rounded the sedan. By friendly conver- 
sation I kept those immediately around 
me quict ; but the multitude, being unable 
to see or hear, became uproarious, and 
pressed so hard that the sedan was being 
crushed. I got out and walked out of the 
town, followed by noisy thousands. At last, 
some, inflamed by liquor, began to throw 
cornstalks at me, and next stones. When- 
ever I faced the rabble and advanced to- 
wards them, they retreated, running, not 
hundreds, but thousands of them, although 
I had nothing in my hand but a cane. As 
soon as I turned my back upon them, they 
took courage and picked up stones. I 
turned in time to face the volley, and was 
able to dodge each missive. I made an- 


other rush, when they scampered off so 
far as to allow me time to get some dis- 
tance beyond the village before any others 
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came up. That time only a score or two 
ventured within stone’s throw, and then 
took to their heels when they saw me turn, 
before they had time to cast a stone. 
The sedan, however, was sacked by the 
thieving part of the mob, who carried off 
several articles which it contained belong- 
ing to our teacher. 


Proceedings of Teacher Le. 


I can go no further with this chapter of 
incidents without introducing teacher Le. 
One cannot travel advantageously in 
China without the assistance of a native 
literary man to act as go-between in en- 
gaging boats and lodging, but who is need- 
ed particularly when things do not move 
smoothly, to attend to the litigation which 
is so apt to arise, and to assist in inter- 
course, personal or written, with literary 
men and mandarins. We expected to 
be able to take a Christian with us; but 
just as we were setting out, the native 
brother was suddenly detained, and none 
of the ordinary teachers could be induced 
to undertake what wag considered a peril- 
Mr. Le, a pettifogger, 
was our only available man, and almost a 
stranger to us. His capacities were small, 
and he often put our patience on the 
stretch ; but on the whole he did passably 
well. 

When he heard of my disaster, he start- 
ed back for Greatpeace, against our re- 
monstrances, as we feared that the rab- 


ous expedition. 


ble there might proceed to further mis- 
chief. But Mr. Le was too fond of litiga- 
tion to suffer the loss of a jacket without 
contesting the point, although he knew 
that we would make good the loss. Back 
he went to the court, crowded with play- 
ers, gamblers and pedlars. “ You call 
this Greatpeace, do you,” commenced the 
orator. “ Now what does this mean ? Here 
are some distinguished foreigners, who 
are passing quietly through your town, 
and you undertake to rob and butcher 
them. Do you know what you have been 
about? These men will lay their case 
before America, England, France, Russia 
and Loochoo; and you, ah ye miserable 
wretches, will smart terribly for these 
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deeds of violence. Let those dollars, and 
the watch, and other valuable things, 
which you rogues have stolen, be brought 
back instantly.” Ile went on at this rate 
ringing changes on the whole list of foreign 
places which he knew, lying outrageously 
about the amount stolen, until the respect- 
able people of the place became alarmed. 
The elders and shopkeepers soon recov- 
ered the jacket and nearly all the trifles 
stolen, but were in great trepidation about 
the dollars and the watch, which our bul- 
lying secretary falsely affirmed had been 
stolen. 
for the row, and promised that everything 
should be recovered, entreating Mr. Le 


The leading men made apologies 


to give them time. Mr. Le, however, left 
them, shaking his head, while they called 
out begging that the case might not be 
faid before America, England, France, 
Russia and Loochoo. 

When our lying assistant came up and 
reported his proceedings and oratory, we 
were not a little vexed; but it was night, 
and the following day brought its usual 
cares and perplexities, so that the mis- 
haps of the previous one could not be 
taken up. 

The next day brought us to a coal re- 
gion; the mines were badly worked, and 
the mineral an inferior article. 


Southern Buddhism—A pirate Village. 


A journey of several days brought us 
to the Tientai These are 
celebrated as a stronghold of the religion 
of Sakyamuni, the place of the origin of 
the southern school of Buddhism. Here 
the celebrated priest Chikai founded that 
school, near the close of the sixth cen- 
tury. ‘Twelve hundred years have rolled 
by since that time, and still these solitary 


mountains. 


regions are exclusively occupied by the 
votaries of the Indian atheism. We had 
many a weary walk in visiting the mon- 
asteries which asceticism has founded in 
these magnificent solitudes. At one, where 
we passed a night, we had considerable 
conversation with the priests, but all, we 
fear, to no purpose. Some of them knew 
us, and had visited us at Ningpo. At one 
of the temples we were shown a Sanscrit 
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manuscript written on palm leaf, in as good 
a state of preservation as if executed yes- 
terday. It was a Buddhist classic, which 
Chikai had conned over. The priests 
showed us the silk robe worn by the 
founder of the establishment, and also 
his copper rice-bowl. The relies of saints 
are as much prized in China as in Chris- 
tian lands so called, and doubtless are as 
eflicacious in the hands of expert miracle 
mongers. ‘That part of our journey which 
lay amongst those mountains would fur- 
nish matter for a volume. 

On emerging from the Tientai moun- 
tains we came to the city of Tientai, for 
which we had but half a dozen books. 
Thence we went due east to the sea-coast, 
a couple of days’ journey, intending to 
embark at a town called Haiyu, for 
Shikpu, the latter place being about three 
But as our 
journey towards the west was interrupted 
by rebels, so here we had to tack about 
on account of pirates. The only boat 
that was willing to put to sea, we knew 
to be a pirate. We lodged therefore at 
IIaiyu, and decided to continue our pe- 
destrian journey over the intervening 
mountains direct to Ningpo. We soon dis- 
covered that Haiyu was itself a pirate vil- 
lage, one of those places too common on 
this coast, which are at war always with 
one neighbor or another, and ever defy- 
ing the authorities. We made the best of 
our condition, treated the rowdies as men 
of honor and distinction, who, we were 
sure, would protect us from robbers. This 
The bigger vil- 


days’ walk from Ningpo. 


was our only chance. 
lains drove the smaller ones away and did 
duty as policemen, exhibiting us to one 
set of visitors after another until both 
they and ourselves were thoroughly 
fagged out. Then came the women, who 
were more civil. They admired us, ex- 
claiming, stretching the point a littlek— 
“ They are as white as snow, &c.” I fell 
down on my bundle of straw asleep. My 
companion was not so thoroughly fatigued, 
and had to listen all night to very suspi- 
cious conversations which the patrol held 
betimes under our window. 

Before it was quite dawn we were 
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beyond the outskirts of Haiyu, and break- 
fasted on the mountain overlooking it. 
At the next city, Ninghai, we parted com- 
pany, our Imlec taking a shorter cut 
home, while I pursued my way skirting 
the sea-coast. Another day brought me 
to the borders of Tsiangshan, a district 
belonging to Ningpo, on entering which 
1 quitted Taichau, the dangerous region 
through which we had been again travel- 
ling, and I congratulated myself upon 
reaching a place of safety. 


Robbed in the Way —Return home. 


My attendants stopped late in the after- 
noon to take refreshments at a small vil- 
lage, while I pushed on ahead. I turned 
off the road a few paces to quench my 
thirst at a spring, and to re-wet the towel 
with which I was compelled to protect 
my head, in addition to cap and umbrella, 
when half a dozen men called out to me, 
brandishing clubs, spears and knives. As 
I drew towards them they showed evident 
signs of fear; they were pale, their lips 
quivered, and they trembled. The cow- 
ards allowed me ample time for retlection. 
It was very clear that if I were to make 
at the leader with my cane, the whole 
party would run. Yet I knew them to 
be pirates, and in all probability part of 
a larger gang not far off, who might come 
upon me at night and have their own way 
entirely. I therefore threw my stick, of 
which they seemed to be afraid, on the 
ground. They then closed in upon me ; 
every man of them made for my back. 
Having pinioned me, they took the weap- 
on they had been brandishing, an ugly, 
rusty thing used for eviscerating fishes, 
and put it to my neck, ripping the clothes 
from within outward, so as to enable them 
to feel readily all round my person for 
money that might be tied to my body. 
They found thirty dollars in the pockets, 
which they carried off with my coat. 
They were civil enough, when they dis- 
covered that I was not going to harm 
them. At one pocket I got the better of 
them. They drew out of it a string of 
cash. “QO,” said I, “let me have some- 
thing to get a cup of tea with.” They let 
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it go, and inferred that the pocket con- 
tained nothing but copper. It contained 
several dollars, and as I had given ten 
dollars the night before to my servant, to 
fall back upon in case of robbery, there 
were just funds enough to take us home 
without suffering. 

We made forced marches that after- 
noon and night, and reached the city of 
Tsiangshan just before the gates were 
closed. ‘Two days more brought us home 
in safety. The same almighty goodness 
which had protected us through the jour- 
ney of nearly six weeks had kept my 
loved ones, and I had rest. 

Such a journey, deliberately pursued, 
would, in some cases, prove more salutary 
Of its utility in a 
missionary point of view I am perfectly 
satisfied. It is extremely desirable that a 
tour should be made annually over the 
In no other way can 


than a sea voyage. 


whole province. 
the twenty-six millions of Chikking be so 
readily made acquainted with the fact 
that a new religion challenges attention. 
Christianity was disseminated at the first 
with greater facility, from the expectation 
which a general knowledge of Judaism 
had caused of the approach of a new era 
in the moral world. A great point will 
be gained when the Chinese get a general 
idea of the existence and aim of the gos- 
This work is to be accomplished by 
Much pre- 


cious time is lost and much precious 


pel. 


itinerating book-distributors. 


strength exhausted in addressing noisy, 
gaping crowds, who are so bent on feast- 
ing their eyes that, if the speaker ad- 
dressed them without bad accent or fault 
of any kind, they would hardly guess 
what he was talking about. If the multi- 
tude knew beforehand that it was not a 
show, but an address on a doctrine that 
they were called together for, the speaker 
would be saved a long preamble. If 
further, the people knew that the doctrine 
to be expounded was salvation by Jesus, 
the speaker might proceed to his subject 
at once. 
vine truth which have just been scattered 
through “the regions beyond” may do 
more than give a general impression. 


The few thousand pages of di- 
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Every page was a gift of God’s praying, 
believing people upon the mission-altar. 
Who that believes in the eflicacy of prayer 
can suppose that none of the seed just 
sown can be quickened and bear fruit ? 
It is impossible that these pages should all 
fail to elicit inquiry. Our concern is not 
for what effect they may produce; that 
is secure enough; but for an assurance 
that such labors should be continued from 
year to year, until the name of Jesus shall 
be familiar to all as the Saviour of sin- 
ners. 
SIAM MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. TELFORD. 


Itinerant Labors—The King’s Zeal for 
Idolatry. 

Bangkok, Nov. 16.— Left home at 
seven, A. M., on a boat tour to the sugar 
mills on the ‘T’achiu river; thence to the 
Bangchang station, en route to Photeram, 
a Chinese town on the Maklong river, 
which we visited last year on our way to 
Chamburee. 

We reached the T’achiu about seven, 
P. M., by a canal which a few weeks later 
inthe season would have compelled us to 
callin the aid of buffaloes to draw us over 
the mud. Passing down the river a few 
miles, we stopped for the night at the 
mouth of the Pa Tam canal. This canal 
has been opened by the present king, in 
order to afford greater facilities for reach- 
ing the Pa Tam pagoda, a sacred spot, 
about a half day's journey from the 
river. 

It is a remarkable fact that the present 
king, who has so high a reputation abroad 
for liberal views and freedom from the 
gross superstitions of his people, should 
excel his predecessors in zeal for build- 
ing and repairing temples, and visiting 
and reviving old shrines that had fallen 
into decay, and might soon have been 
forgotten, but for his royal patronage. 

17.— Being told that a large number 
of Chinamen were still at work complet- 
ing the pagoda, we concluded to spend a 
day in exploring it. We reached the pa- 
goda about noon. Conversed with those 
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who seemed to be willing to listen to us, 
and gave a few books to those who could 
read. We did not find more than forty 
or fifty Chinamen on the route. The 
pagoda is situated on a slight elevation, 
and is distinguished for nothing but its 
great size and height. 

The king is adding greatly to its dimen- 
sions by building over it a new pagoda, 
with the present mass of brick for a cen- 
tre. The wat and out-buildings connect- 
ed with this temple were all in ruins, and 
it must cost many thousand dollars to 
We found very 
few people save those connected with the 
temple and its repairs. A few devoted 
Buddhists were there from a distance, 
hoping to add to their store of merit. The 


complete the repairs. 


tradition is, that ason, by some mischance, 
killed his father and mother, and this 
temple was erected as a propitiatory offer- 
ing for the murder of his father. Another, 
but much smaller temple was pointed out, 
as the one erected as an expiation for the 
murder of his mother. 

18.—Reached the river early this morn- 


ing. During the day called at six sugar 
mills. The men were usually very busy 


in making preparations for the sugar sea- 
son, which would commence in a few 
weeks. We sought opportunities to talk 
with as many as we could. Usually we 
were tolerably well received; perhaps 
about as well as a colporteur often is, 
when he attempts to labor in a yard 
where thirty or forty workmen are em- 
ployed. But there is this striking differ- 
ence, you are not likely to meet with 
even one whose eye moistens and whose 
lip quivers as you tell him of a Saviour 
who died for perishing sinners. Some 
listen with interest, but there is much 
trifling. Each mill forms acommunity of 
its own, and has its marked characteristics. 
At each mill we gave a few books to such 
as would probably read them. 


Consistent Conduct of a Convert. 


20.— Called at the remaining sugar 
mills, making twenty-three in all. At 
one we were glad to meet one of our 
church members, and two or three who 
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had attended worship more or less in 
Bangkok. The first man we met at the 
landing, an entire stranger, when we told 
him our business, said at once, “ Chek 
Chong lives there,” pointing to the other 
side of the yard. We were rejoiced at 
this, for we regarded it as the best evi- 
dence we could have that this young dis- 
ciple did not hide his light under a bushel. 
We learned also that his employer was well 
pleased with him; and although he kept 
the Sabbath, yet he lost fewer days than 
the other workmen who had their heathen 
holidays to observe. 

The head man of one mill sent for me. 
I found he was anxious to get medicine 
for the leprosy. I had no medicine for 
him, but tried to direct him to the disease 
of his soul, and the great Physician who 
alone could heal him. But his thoughts 
were all about his body; as to the con- 
dition of his soul he was quite indifferent. 

The high price of sugar last season has 
turned unusual attention to the manufac- 
ture of it. We saw one steam mill near- 
ly ready for work, and we have since 
learned that it is in successful opera- 
tion. 


Pezuan Wat — Inquirer. 


21.— Sabbath. Spent the day at a 
Peguan wat. Gave a few Peguan books 
to the priests, but they did not manifest 
the usual interest shown in receiving books 
in their own language. 

22.— Started early, and reached the 
canal leading to the Maklong river before 
breakfast. At three, P. M., reached the 
station. This whole region has been en- 
tirely flooded with water, much to the in- 
jury of the rice crop; but the water is 
now rapidly subsiding. We crossed fields 
and ditches through masses of floating 
weeds and over muddy banks to the house 
of an inquirer. We found him at his broth- 
er’s house. He received us very kindly. 
The family were called together, and 
after a short season in conversation we 
bowed together at the mercy-seat. 
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FRANCE. 


LETTER FROM MR. D-——. 


Encouraging Progress at T 


p—, Oct. 20.—A letter from Mr. 
C informs me that at C . 
near V , there are several persons 
who read the Bible with interest, and that 
some among them reject the errors of the 
Romish church, and appear not far from 
the kingdom of heaven. Mr. C——— 
adds that his work is one requiring pa- 
tience, and that those whom he visits ad- 


vance but slowly. Our meetings at P 
are still attended by a good number of 
hearers. 
Bibles, Testaments and religious tracts 
Among the Catholics whom 
we visit, many are seriously inquiring 


Our colporteur disposes of more 


than ever. 


with respect to the salvation of the soul 


Our meeting for public worship on the 
Sabbath is closed by a most interesting 
prayer meeting, which appears already 
to be yielding fruits. We long for a re- 
vival such as that which is now visiting 
the United States. May God pour upon us 
a blessing beyond the expectation of our 
feeble faith. 


LETTER FROM MR. B-——. 


£even converts baptized — Opposer tamed. 


I hope God will make me the instru- 
ment of good in my new field of labor. The 
They 
appear well disposed and ready to assist 
me; and I must say to the praise of Mr. 


church has been well instructed, and 


brethren weleomed me with joy. 


—, who preceded me, that the 


established on a good foundation. 

The last Sabbath in September we had 
a delightful day. Seven persons,— three 
males and four females, — professed their 
faith in the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. 
The examination took place in the chapel 
in the morning, and the church was fully 
satisfied and most happy to receive these 
new converts into its bosom. In order to 
have water enough for the ordinance of 
baptism, we were obliged to travel a 
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league distant, to a forest where we 
thought we should be alone. But what 
was our surprise, on arriving at the place 
appointed, to find a crowd of people, in- 
formed, I know not how, of what was to 
take place, who had come to be present at 
the ceremony. People were there from 
several different villages, and some had 
travelled three leagues to witness the ordi- 
nance. Seeing such a crowd, composed 
of Catholics, I supposed we should be an- 
noyed by mockery and jests, and that 
probably the occasion would not be much 
blessed. But God is good and caused 
Before the 
baptism, I addressed the multitude, show- 
ing them that the ordinance was accord- 


every thing to be favorable. 


ing to Scripture, and that it was on that 
account that we thus practised. They 
listened to my long address with attention, 
and my words produced a serious impres- 
sion. When the baptism was adminis- 
tered, many were seen to shed tears. 
The candidates were very courageous in 
confessing their faith, Many of them 
were well known by the spectators, but 
they did not blush to own their Lord. I 
hope the day has left upon more than one 
heart impressions that will never be ef- 
faced, and that more than one soul has 
been seriously aflected by the baptism 
and the Lord's Supper which followed. 
May God grant us many such days. 

Among the persons baptized was a 
woman who had long been an enemy of 
the Protestants, and who had been influ- 
enced by her curate to annoy them in 
many ways. Ter husband having known 
the truth several years, she opposed him 
for a long time, threatening to commit 
suicide if he abandoned the Catholic 
church. But the Lord who anciently 
converted Saul of Tarsus knew how to 
change also the heart of this poor woman, 
and she is now of the number of those 
who suffer for the name of Christ. I be- 
lieve she will be no less zealous for the 
truth than she has been for error. 

I visited D , my former field, last 
Lord’s day. ‘Tlie meetings are as well at- 
tended as wen { was there, and the breth- 
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ren are doing all in their power to fill 
my place. 


CHEROKEE MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. J. B. JONES. 
Quarterly Report — Preachers’ Meeting- 


Cherokee Nation, July 12, 1858. — For 
the quarter ending with March last, al- 
most every week our meetings have begun 
on Saturday, sometimes at noon and 
sometimes at night. They are punctually 
attended to; and moreover God is not 
leaving us without some evidence that 
IIe is smiling on our labors and blessing 
his word. 

Commencing on Thursday, April 1, 
we held what is called a preachers’ meet- 
ing, at the Tse-yo-he church. Meetings of 
this kind have been common in the opera- 
tions of this mission for many years. 
Their object is to get all the brethren 
who preach or exhort to come together, 
and expound the Scriptures to them. In 
their reading, they mark passages which 
appear obscure to them, and gre pre- 
pared to ask an explanation of them at 
such meetings. Thus a great number 
and variety of texts and subjects are 
brought to our notice and expounded to 
them. Many of the brethren take notes 
of the expositions, to aid in recalling the 
meaning of the passages for future use. 
At these preachers 
two or three days in this kind of conversa- 
tional exercise. My father and myself 
both generally try to be present, and 
furnish ourselves with such works as will 


meetings we spend 


aid us in answering their questions. 
Prayer Meeting for the Missionary Union. 


Simultaneously with the missionary an- 
niversary at Philadelphia, we had meet- 
ings for prayer appointed at many of our 
preaching places in the Cherokee nation. 
The object of these meetings was to pray 
for the cause of missions in general, and 
more especially that God’s blessing might 
rest upon the work of the Missionary 
Union, — that God would deliver that 
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society from every embarrassment, and 
give our brethren, then met for consulta- 
tion, wisdom to direct all their movements 
according to the will of God. 

Three of these meetings I attended. 
They were held on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday of the anniversary week. 
The brethren seemed to appreciate, to 
some extent, the importance of the object 
for which we had met to pray. They 
spoke and prayed with warm hearts. I 
explained the vast object for which the 
Missionary Union was organized, and told 
them of the origin of the missionary en- 
terprise in America; of Judson and his 
companions, laying themselves, soul and 
body, on the missionary altar; and of the 
consequent organization of the American 
Board, and afterwards of the Baptist Tri- 
ennial Convention. ‘This history seemed 
to make a deep impression on all their 
minds. One man rose and said, “ When 
I hear of such work as that, I do not 
seem to myself to be a Christian at all. 
When I hear of six young men, willing 
to leave home and friends and country, 
and go far off among a different people, 
into the darkness of ignorant nations, — 
willing to face death by disease or by the 
hand of the heathen, and begging the 
churches to send them there ;— when I 
hear of their doing all this, because they 
loved Christ, and because they loved the 
souls of men, I do not seem to myself to 
be a Christian at all, or ever to have done 
anything for Christ. I determine now to 
do more for God than I have ever done. 
When work for God is to be done, I will 
never again say,‘ I am poor’” (though he 
is very poor). Ile said more; but, as he 
said these last words, his voice faltered 
with emotion and tears stood in his eyes. 
Ile closed with the words, “ Let us pray.” 
We all prayed together to the God of 
missions. 

After singing a hymn, a young man 
who had recently been hopefully con- 
verted rose to speak, but his soul was too 
full. He stood weeping, and wiping away 
his streaming tears. He finally broke 
the silence, but could not say much. He 
spoke of the great work in which our 
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brethren were engaged, who were at that 
hour convened in Philadelphia; of the 
great love of Christ in dying for sinners, 
and urged his brethren and sisters, while 
praying for the heathen of other lands, to 
pray also for sinners of their own tribe. 
Not his words, but the evidence that the 
Spirit of God was upon him, his simple 
earnestness, melted all the congregation 
into tears. As he closed his remarks, he 
fell upon his knees. All present being 
touched with the same emotions which 
stirred his own bosom, we bowed with him 
and joined his prayer as he poured out 
his petitions before God. 

Two brethren who had just returned 
from a long preaching tour, made their 
report. They told of the great interest in 
religion, which they had found in the 
destitute part they had visited; that the 
people were not satisfied with the few 
visits our brethren were making them ; 
that it was important that the churches 
should exert themselves to follow up the 
impressions already made, and gratify 
their present desire for more preaching. 
After their report, one of our most active 
brethren said to the church, “ You have 
heard the report of these men, who have 
been engaged in the same work for which 
we have met to pray. When they started, 
it was a time when every day was needed 
in their fields. But I told them to go on 
and preach, and I would take the re- 
sponsibility ef promising that we, as a 
church, would give their corn one good 
ploughing. From the feeling I see mani- 
fested here to-day, I feel sure you will not 
leave me to fulfil that promise alone. 
When this prayer meeting is over, let us 
fix upon a day, and all take our horses 
and ploughs and work their ficlds over 
for them, so that they shall lose nothing 
by their long absence.” 

Before the meeting closed, the brethren 
appointed another prayer meeting for the 
cause of missions, to be held on Wednes- 
day of the anniversary-week of the Mis- 
sionary Union next year. 

I have spoken only of the meetings 
which I attended myself. Our brethren 
attended similar meetings at other places, 
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all of which seem to have been seasons of 
interest. 


Interest in Missions. 


A desire for spreading the conquests of 
Jesus, I think is steadily and intelligently 
advancing among us. Evidence of this 
was furnished at the last meeting of the 
Cherokee Baptist Missionary Society. It 
was held June 26, at the Long Prairie 
church. Every branch of a church was 
represented. The amount contributed 
during the year to the treasury of the 
Union, is eighty-seven dollars and a half, 
—forty-five dollars having pre- 
viously forwarded, and forty-two dollars 
fifty cents forwarded after this meeting. 
From the remarks of the brethren, I find 
that the prayer meetings in May were at- 
tended with beneficial effects at other 
places, as well as at those I have men- 
tioned above. 

That the cause of missions may be pre- 
sented to every member, our arrangement 
is to have one or more collectors in each 
church, according to its size, to see each 
member individually, and talk to them on 
the subject of missions and solicit contri- 
butions. What the result will be, our 
next annual meeting will tell. 


Want of Aid — Self-Help. 


The cause of Christ is now suffering 
greatly for the want of a little more aid. 
Calls come to us from various quarters ; 
doors for doing good are open all around 
us, and we have men well adapted to the 
work and willing to enter it, if there 
could be any way provided for their sup- 
port. There are only two native preach- 
ers now in the employ of the Union, and 
the salaries of these two are so reduced 
that their efliciency is greatly curtailed. 

Our own church members are princi- 
pally full Indians. ‘They are almost all 
poor, — so poor that in many communi- 
ties many of them would be considered 
objects of charity. Many of those who 
are better off and are men of influence 
have gained their property and their 
standing after they became church mem- 
bers, being reclaimed from the drunkard’s 
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gutter, the gambler’s recklessness, and 
Indians’ native indolence. 

Our churches have got the printing 
office up and press into operation without 
help. During the year, besides the con- 
tribution above stated for missions, they 
have sustained several annual camp meet- 
ings, and also monthly two days’ meetings 
at each church and at several places 
where there is no church. Brethren 
have done a good deal of volunteer 
preaching and mecting-house building. 


DELAWARE MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. WILLARD. 


Mr. Willard and family have suffered se- 
verely from the ague, by which he has been pre- 
vented from performing proper mission work, 
except at intervals, for some months. “ But by 
the aid of tonics,” he writes, “we have re- 
gained a good measure of our wonted physical 
energy.” 

Spiritual Prosperity—Baptisms, 


Ottawa Creek, K. T., Oct. 27, 1858. — 
Notwithstanding my inability to labor for 
the conversion of the Ottawas, the work 
has continued. The Wednesday prayer 
meeting has been sustained entirely by 
the brethren, and the Sunday meeting 
also during two entire months. The 
brethren some time ago employed one 
of their number to visit, converse, ex- 
hort and pray with the people. As a 
consequence of their zeal and faithfulness, 
the first Sabbath of this month I baptized 
four more persons, two males and two fe- 
males, One of the males was a mere 
boy. The two women were Putawato- 
mies by nation, and formerly Catholics. 
The same day four persons, who had been 
long excluded, were restored; several 
others had been restored during my sick- 
ness. There are yet two candidates, who 
will probably be received and baptized 
shortly. It has been a season of spiritual 
prosperity such as the Ottawas have not 
enjoyed for a long time past. 

I do not claim that this prosperity is 
attributable to my efforts and instructions. 
Far from it. Ihave been peculiarly un- 
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fortunate in being so much of the time 
incapable of making any effort. Ido not 
know that the Oitawas consider me of 
the least use. All 1 can say is, that they 
ever meet me with a smile. As yet 1 can 
neither speak nor understand their tongue. 
This excludes me most effectually from 
their intimacy. Then, preaching through 
an interpreter is a miserable business. I 
can only give a sort of outline of a dis- 
course ; almost the entire filling up is 
wanting ; emotion is stifled, and the flow 
of feeling cut off. Ido not wonder that 
I am so little useful. But the Lord’s work 
does not depend upon me. It moves on, 


MISCE 


Miscellany. — Experience of a converted Brahmin. 
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“and I therein do rejoice and will re 
joice.” 

On the 17th inst. Mr. Foulon, formerly 
of the French mission, passed the day with 
us. He made some remarks, which he 
requested br. Jones to interpret in Otta- 
wa. At the close of the meeting the 
Ottawa brethren came to shake hands 
with br. Foulon and the other brethren 
They were all dumb, not 
But the 
pantomime by which they exchanged feel- 
I never before saw 


with him. 
knowing each other's tongue. 


ings was eloquent. 
the brethren manifest so much interest. 


LLANY. 


EXPERIENCE OF A CONVERTED 
BRAHMIN. 

On the 24th of June last, Mr. P. 
Jagannatham, formerly a Brahmin, was 
publicly set apart at Vizagapatam to the 
ministry of the gospel among his country- 
men, in connection with the London Mis- 
sionary Society. Mr. Jagannatham is a 
man of considerable talents and acquire- 
ments, and has been long held in high es- 
teem by the missionaries on account of his 
fidelity, zeal and devotedness to the cause 
of Christ. 

The trials and mental exercises to 
which a high-caste native is exposed on 
renouncing the faith of his ancestors, are 
given in this account exactly as prepared 
and read by the candidate himself. 

The question having been proposed— 
“Will you explain how it came to pass 
that you, a Brahmin, should desire the 
office of an evangelist in the service of 
Christ?” «Mr. Jagannatham replied as 
follows :— 

“In compliance with the request ex- 
pressed in the question put to me, I would, 
in adoring gratitude to the Almighty God, 
endeavor to give you a brief account of 
the way in which His sovereign grace has 
brought me to the knowledge of Himself 
through the Lord Jesus, and enabled me 


to desire the office of an evangelist among 
I feel that [can never 
discharge the deep debt of eratitude I owe 
to Him for all the tokens of his loving- 


my countrymen, 


kindness and tender mercy which He has 
hitherto shown towards me, an unworthy 
I believe that if his Holy Spirit 
had not been poured out upon me, I would 


sinner. 


never have thought of renouncing hea- 
thenism with its abominations for the sake 


of the Lord Jesus. 
“ About the year 1840, I entered the 
Vizagapatam Native English school, su- 


perintended by my dearest friend, the 
| Rev. J. ITay, to whom, under God, I owe 
| almost all that I know and what Iam. 
My object in entering the school was to 
acquire a knowledge of the English lan- 
guage, as a passport to wealth and honor 
inthe world. I knew nothing about the 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom He hath 
I was 
indeed a stranger to true religion. Re- 
markable as I was for the performance of 


sent, whom to know is eternal life. 


the ceremonies incumbent upon me as a 
Brahmin, I was dead in sins and trespass 
es, like every other child of Adam. I 
was no doubt proud of my Brahminism. 
I belonged to the Vaishnavite sect, and 
was fond of reading the Bhagavata, which 
chiefly treats of the deeds of Vishnu, to 
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whose worship I was devoted. When, in 
the course of scriptural instruction, Mr. 
Ilay sometimes touched on the follies and 
wicked practices of Vishnu, I was enraged 
against him, as I thought he spoke evil of 
my favorite god. I worshipped idols; 
and when he spoke against the folly and 
ungodliness of idolatry, I often tried to 
defend it in good earnest. I am ashamed 
to say that I was the most superstitious 
Brahmin lad in the school. Being afraid 
of polluting myself by touching those in 
school whom I regarded as Pariahs, I was 
scrupulously careful in keeping myself’ at 
my proper distance from them. 

“Such was my state before Mr. Hay 
went to England; and such continued to 
be my state for some time even after I 
entered the school again in 1844, when it 
was re-opened by him after his return. 

“ After my friend went to England, my 
desire of making further progress in En- 
glish was great; but I knew no European 
who would help me in my studies. When 
I heard that the Rev. J. W. Gordon was 
removed to Vizagapatam from Cuddapah, 
I went to him with a petition begging him 
to aid me in my Eng'ish studies, and he 
kindly complied with my request, and 
instructed me for some time, and gave me 
acopy of the English New Testament, 
before he removed to Chicacole. As I 
was still opposed to Christianity, I did not 
care for the sacred volume, which he so 
kindly gave me. A few months after I 
re-entered the school, I had the oversight 
of a class,which I taught with zeal and 
earnestness. ‘The religious lessons that I 
taught had a re-action upon my mind. 
They led me to think whether what I 
taught was true or false. In the Bible 
class I attended under Mr. Hay, I had 
several discussions with him on the com- 
parative merits of Hinduism and Chris- 
tianity. For some time, the more I heard 
about Christianity the more I was opposed 
to it, and tried to raise objections against 
it. One of my chief objections was, that 
it did not explain the way in which sin 
came into the world. When I stated my ob- 
jection to Mr. Hlay,he would try to explain 
the subject as much as he could, and dwell 
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more largely upon the fact that sin was in 
the world, and that I was asinner needing 
a Saviour. I knew I was a sinner; but 
my proud heart would not believe that 
Jesus was the Saviour of the world. I was 
ashamed of the Hindu gods, so that I could 
not look to any of them for salvation. 

While I was in this miserable condition, 
fancied that I could find something in 
Vedantism to satisfy my mind. Alas! 
that abominable system undermines the 
very foundation of morality, and impiously 
charges the Most High with being the 
author of sin. I was so far led away in 
my mind by Vedantic notions, that I 
began to doubt whether there was any 
real difference between right and wrong. 
I foolishly tried to satisfy my own mind 
that what are called the First Truths in 
moral science, in Abercrombie’s book on 
the Philosophy of the Moral Feelings, 
were not true. The arguments that Mr. 
Ilay used to show that God could not be 
the author of sin came home powerfully to 
my mind. Divine truth was gradually 
fastened upon my mind, I believe by the 
Spirit of God; so that I felt at last that 
I was a lost sinner. It appeared for a 
while too good a thing to believe, that the 
great God would become a man to suffer 
and die for sinners. When my mind was 
filled with fear and dismay on account of 
my sins, I prayed to God without the 
mediation of Christ, and found no relief. 
When in the midst of the troubles of my 
heart, I tried to console myself with the 
contemplation of the glorious orbs in the 
evening sky, the thought would powerful- 
ly occur to me that I had no right to con- 
sole myself with any thing while I re- 
mained an unpardoned sinner. For some 
time I had no peace in my mind. Nothing 
could make me happy. ‘Through the 
mercy of God, the truth of the gospel 
became more and more clear to my mind, 
so that I believed that Jesus Christ was 
the Saviour of the world, and that it was 
my duty to receive Him as my Redeemer 
and Master. But there were many obsta- 
cles in my way, which seemed for a while 
invincible. The fear of man, the pain of 
being irrecoverably separated from my 
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dear mother, sisters, and brother, and 
the like, greatly depressed my heart. It 
was providential that the English books 
that came in my way contained some 
truth which recommended to my mind 
the religion of Christ and encouraged me 
to become his follower. Even the few 
Scripture texts that I met with in Robin- 
son Crusoe comforted my heart and help- 
ed me to call upon God for help. I hated 
idolatry ; and when I was obliged to go 
to a celebrated idol temple, I would not 
lift my hands to pay respect to the idol 
as others did. It is true that I used to 
repeat the Gayatrimantram and the like 
as long as I wasa_ heathen, not because I 
cared for them, but because I was afraid 
that if I omitted them, 1 should imme- 
diately be prevented from attending the 
Mission School, where I could learn the 
Christian truth, When I sat at meals 
with my brother, I was obliged to sprinkle 
water upon the food, repeating the Gaya- 
trimantram, and after the idle ceremony 
was over, I used tothank God inwardly 
for the bounties of His providence. 

“This sort of double-dealing was un- 
speakably painful to me, and yet I had 
no courage to renounce heathenism. The 
illness and death of my elder brother, 
whom I loved very dearly, convinced me 
more than ever of the uncertainty of life. 
When I was filled with sorrow on account 
of the loss of my dear brother, as well as 
on account of my undecided state, I often 
took my Pilgrim's Progress with me into 
a garden, and, as I read the first few 
pages over and over again, thought that 
the account of the man with a burden 
upon his back with his face from home 
exactly described my case. While I was 
thus troubled in my heart, I was forced 
to perform the funeral rites of my dear 
deceased brother, on the ground of my 
being the youngest brother living. Thus 
I was brought to perform with my own 
hands many absurd and unmeaning cere- 
monies with which I was disgusted. 

“ Arrangements were soon after made to 
have me married. Itwas a sore trial tome 
again, for I knew quite well that at the 
time of marriage I should be forced to 
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worship idols in one shape or another, and 
be dragged through a number of foolish 
ceremonies. Besides this, I was aware 
that if I embraced Christianity after mar- 
riage, the young person to whom I was 
to be married would be regarded as a 
widow for life. Still I had no courage to 
declare myself publicly for the Lord. I 
frequently read Psalm xiii, and used as 
my prayer to God the words of the 2d, 
3d, and 4thverses. ‘ How long shall I 
take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in 
my heart daily? How long shall mine 
enemy be exalted over me? Consider 
and hear me, O Lord my God, lighten 
mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death, 
lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed 
against him; and those that trouble me 
rejoice when I am moved.’ 

“On the night of the 24th of April} 1847, 
I prayed to God most earnestly to enable 
me the next day to renounce my all for 
the sake of the Lord Jesus ; and [ believe 
the Lord heard my prayer and helped 
me. ‘The next day, while my dear broth- 
er was busily engaged in making prepara- 
tions for my marriage, I took my English 
Bible and *‘ Companion to the Bible,’ and 
went to Mr. Hay’s Bible class with the 
full purpose of heart to cast in my lot 
with the people of God. After the class 
was over, [ expressed to Mr. Hay my earn- 
est wish to follow the Lord Jesus, and 
stayed with him. On a false charge, I 
was taken to the Police Cutchery, where 
I was surrounded by a number of Brah- 
mins and others. Some of them mocked 
me,and others entreated me not to em- 
brace Christianity. The night I slept in 
company with a few fellow prisoners, I 
had an opportunity of reading to them a 
portion of God's Word, which was with 
me. The next day when I was taken to 
the Assistant Magistrate’s Cutchery, I was 
greatly encouraged by a passage in God’s 
Word which occurred to my mind, ‘ Fear 
not, Abram, I am thy shield and thy ex- 
ceeding great reward.’ After the magis- 
trate decided that I was at liberty to fol- 
low the dictates of my conscience, I went 
back with my dearest friend, and was bap- 
tized on the 28th of April, 1847. 
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«“ From the commencement of my Chris- 
tian career, I was strongly inclined to tell 
others of the Saviour, whom I esteemed as 
the pearl of great price. Notwithstanding 
troubles and trials in my heart, and ex- 
ternal discouragements, the desire of de- 


voting my all to the service of my 
Divine Saviour and Master has not 
abated. For some time my way was 


not plain before me, how I could ac- 
complish the desire of my heart, so that 
my faith was greatly tried. I prayed 
to God if it was IIis holy will that I 
should become a messenger of the gospel 
of peace, to make my path clear before 
me. I trust that, in answer to prayer, 
the Lord has graciously made my path 
plain before me, to consecrate my life to 
the work of preaching the gospel among 
I believe that God has 
put into my heart the desire to preach the 


my count rymen,. 


gospel to others; so that I stand now be- 
fore Him and His people to be publicly 
I am 
I feel my 
own ignorance, foolishness, and weakness 
to do the work of an evangelist. My 
heart fails within I think of 
the human heart, in which an evangelist 


set apart for Ilis blessed service. 
really unworthy of such honor. 


me when 


has to sow the precious seed of God’s 
Word. 
my heathen countrymen may say of me 
now, they will hate me when they think 
of the object of a missionary of the gospel. 
Satan, too, will try to throw obstacles in 
my way. My only hope is in the Almighty 
Saviour; and I cast myself upon His care 
who has graciously assured His servants, 
saying, ‘Lo, 1 am with you, even unto 
the end of the world.’ I beg of my dear 
fathers and brethren, to pray for me to 
the God of all grace, that He may abun- 
dantly bless me and enable me to honor 
Him in the great work which He has 
intrusted to my care.” —London Miss. 
Chronicle. 


I know that whatever some of 


AND SUPERSTITIONS OF 
CHINA. 
Different Modes of Divination. 
In a semi-civilized and superstitious na- 
tion like the Chinese, possessed of an an- 
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cient and voluminous literature, the ex- 
istence of many theories and arts for 
unlocking the secrets of futurity, might 
naturally be expected. From the earliest 
period of Chinese history to the present 
time, it has been customary to resort to 
augury in determining important events 
and movements, either of a public or pri- 
vate character. Formerly, divination was 
practised by the examination of the shell 
of the tortoise. The abstruse character 
of some of these mystic arts, which are not 
understood even by those who practise 
them, and which owe much of their influ- 
ence to the prestige of antiquity, may be 
in a manner described, but cannot be sat- 
isfactorily explained. 

In the practice of divination, great use 
is made of the “ Eight Diagrams,” in- 
vented by the emperor Fuh-hi, probably 
more than three thousand years before 
Christ. 
Christ, Wan-wang, the Literary Prince, 


About eleven centuries before 


and his son Chow-kung developed these 
eight diagrams into sixty-four, attaching 
to them additional ideas and explana- 
tions. Confucius, about five hundred 
years before Christ, collected and _per- 
petuated these relies of the past in the 
Yih-king, or “ Book of Changes,” which 
is still one of the most venerated of the 
ancient Chinese classics. These dia- 
grams are nothing but arbitrary signs, 
the original meaning of which cannot be 
satisfactorily determined. They are sup- 
posed to embody the principles by which 
the universe was evolved out of chaotic 
matter; and which, by necessary and un- 
changing laws, determine all the changes 
which take place in nature. Those who 
profess to be able to disclose future events, 
generally rest their claims upon public 
credulity, on some new views gained of 
this book of mysteries, or on their famil- 
iarity with books written by others in ex- 
planation of it. It is believed that the 
mines of wisdom hid in these diagrams 
have never been fully explored ; and that 
great advantages will accrue to those who 
have the penetration to find the key to 
their contents. It is a common remark 
among the Chinese: “ If foreigners, with 
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all their skill and ingenuity, possess them- 
selves of the Yih-king, all the world will 
become subject to them.” It is also said 
that Heaven will not permit the Yih-king 
to be taken out of the empire; and that, 
when the attempt to export it has been 
made, vessels bearing it across the sea 
have encountered storms and tempests 
until it has been‘thrown overboard. 

In the latter part of the Chau dynasty, 
Kwei kuh-sien-sz applied the Yih-king to 
the use of soothsaying, and is regarded as 
the father of augurers; though no book 
has come down to the present from him. 
During the present and preceding dynas- 
ties, many books have been written on 
this subject; among the most noted 
of which is the Poh shi ching tsung, 
“Source of True Divination,” written in 
the forty-cighth year of the emperor 
Kang-hi. This work consists of six vol- 
umes, and contains a minute and detailed 
system of elaborated nonsense, such as it 
would be difficult to find a parallel to in 
any language. The preface will perhaps 
give as clear an idea of its contents as 
could be otherwise obtained, and forcibly 
reminds one of the manner in which 
quacks and empirics, in other lands, de- 
ery the nostrums of others, while they 
extol their own. It contains also a true 
and lively picture of the evils which the 
system it advocates entails upon the peo- 
ple. The following is a translation of the 
greater part of it. 


Divination by the Invocation of the Gods. 


“ The secret of augury consists in com- 
munication with the gods. Its object is 
to determine good and evil fortune; to 
settle doubt and anxiety ; to discriminate 
between yin and yang in the different 
forms of the diagrams. The interpreta- 
tion of the transformations is deep and 
mysterious. ‘The theory of this science is 
most intricate; the practice of it most 
important. The sacred classic says, ‘ that 
which is true gives indications of the fu- 
ture :’ therefore, if a person seeking a 
response is not sincere, he cannot move 
the gods ; if the interpreter of the response 
is careless and inconsiderate in his divi- 
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nations, they will not be fulfilled. These 
two remarks are emphatically true and im- 
portant. It is common to see persons 
seek a response when occasion requires, 
while sincerity is entirely forgotten. 
When, from intoxication and feasting, 
or licentious pleasures, they proceed to 
invoke the assistance of the gods, what 
infatuation to suppose that their prayers 
will move them! Besides, the wealthy or 
honorable, affecting a contempt for the 
art of soothsaying, either look to a friend, 
or send a servant to ask a response in 
their stead, without showing their zeal and 
earnestness by presenting themselves in 
person. Hence, when no response is 
given, or the interpretation is not veri- 
fied, they lay the blame at the door of the 
augurer, forgetting that the failure is due 
to their want of sincerity. This is the fault 
It is the 
great fault of augurers, that, from a de- 


of the one seeking the response. 


sire of gain, they use the art of divination 
as a trap to ensnare the people. For in- 
stance, in case of sickness, (than which 
nothing can be more important,) some, 
regardless of the principles of rectitude, 
have a private understanding with Buddh- 
ist priests, and nuns, and Tauists,* by 
which they are to share in their gains ; 
thus forgetting augury in their lust after 
money. They determine whether to ex- 
act a greater or less amount from the ap- 
plicant, by observing his wealth or pover- 
ty. They recklessly prescribe that a cer- 
tain number of chapters of prayer shall 
be repeated at some Buddhist or Tauist 
temple; or that a certain number of days 
shall be spent in chanting over a sacred 
book in a nunnery. The applicant, over- 
come by anxiety, readily assents to any- 
thing. If the individual be wealthy, it 
matters little ; if he be poor, he may be 
led to pawn his clothes, contract debts, 
and squander his property ; and may be 
thus reduced to the severest straits and 
necessities, while he indulges the hope 
that the sick person will be restored. 


* The augurer, as a return for directing the 
applicant to worship in a particular temple, is 
permitted to share the money paid to the 
priests of that temple. 
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But, in fact, before the prayers are fin- 
ished the sick person dies ; while the sa- 
cred book is being read, the sufferer is no 
more. ‘These injuries result from allian- 
ces with Buddhists and ‘Tauists. Again, 
inexperienced physicians, unskilled in 
their profession, apply for assistance in 
gaining practice, and the augurer, in his 
prayers and temptations, indicates clearly 
where this physician is to be found, thus 
furnishing him with employment. They 
do not consider that, while the augurer 
secures in a year a little gain, the sick 
man, in an unsuspecting moment, meets 
death by the hand of his attendant. This 
is the sin of forming an alliance with phy- 
sicians. These two evils exist every- 
where, and are the plague of every city. 
I have suspended my sign in front of the 
office of the military magistrate. If the 
above classes of men come to tempt me, 
I take an oath to reject all their prof- 
fers, and will in every case carefully di- 
vine according to the diagrams, and no 
doubt my prognostications will prove 
true.” 


Divination by Diagrams. 


In every place of any considerable size, 
fortune-tellers of this class are numerous. 
They are not unfrequently blind, and, 
when so, have an assistant. The manner 
of their divination is as follows. When a 
person wishing a response presents him- 
self, a small box containing three copper 
cash, is handed to him, which he takes very 
reverently in both hands, and with which 
he describes a circle around incense sticks, 
kept continually burning before paintings 
of the patrons of the art of divination. 
After having made his prostrations before 
these paintings, he proceeds in the same 
reverent manner to the door, and then 
invokes the aid of Heaven, in a form some- 
what like the following: “To-day, I, 
[ ,] residing near the temple [ 1] 
on account of sickness in my family, (or 
for some other cause, as the case may be,) 
present myself to obtain a true response 
respecting this matter. Let me know the 
event, whether it be favorable or the con- 
trary.” This ceremony being performed, 


the applicant places the box with cash in 
the hands of the diviner, who also, after 
asking a few questions, waves it with even 
greater solemnity over the table of in- 
cense. He then repeats a form of prayer, 
generally addressed to the patrons of the 
mystic art. The form prescribed in the 
book before referred to, is the following. 
“Though heaven has no voice, when ad- 
dressed, there is a response ; the gods are 
living, and, when invoked, are near. A 
man is now present who is harassed with 
mental anxiety; and, not knowing wheth- 
er his affairs will prove prosperous or 
adverse, he is unable to solve his doubts 
and perplexities. We can only look to 
the gods, spirits, to instruct us as to what 
is or is not to take place.” This done, the 
box is shaken, and the cash are cast upon 
the table three times in succession. The 
upper surfaces of the coins are observed 
each time, and each combination of the 
surfaces of these three cash being repre- 
sented by an arbitrary sign, the three 
signs combined will coincide with one of 
the eight degrees. After another prayer, 
the cash are again cast three times, and 
the different combinations together with 
the previous results, will coincide with 
and point out one of the sixty-four dia- 
grams. One of these having been in this 
way determined, the next question is how 
to interpret it. Three distinct considera- 
tions combine to fix this interpretation, 
and give an endless variety to the mean- 
ings of each diagram. These are, the 
particular objects sought in the divi- 
nation; the meaning or power of the 
two characters designating the current 
month; and the meaning of the two 
characters designating the day. The re- 
sponse that is sought may have reference 
to matters of business; the course of pro- 
cedure to be adopted in a case of sick- 
ness ; or the feasibility of any plan which 
suggests itself in any emergency. The 
greater part of the book above referred to 
is occupied with minute instructions to 
aid in the right interpretation of the dia- 
grams in all supposable cases and circum- 
stances. The diviner, being a close ob- 
server of human nature, is influenced in 
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a great measure in his interpretations by 
what he has been able to learn through 
shrewd and indirect interrogations re- 
specting the character and circumstances 
of the applicant. The diagram with its 
explanation is written out and handed to 
the inquirer, who sometimes has it inter- 
preted a second time in another place. 
A larger or smaller sum is paid to these 
fortune-tellers, according to the cireum- 
stances of the applicant, and the import- 
ance of the matter in hand. As has 
been before intimated, no small part of 
the gains of those who engage in this oc- 
cupation, is obtained by making business 
for priests and physicians, for doing which 
they receive a consideration from them. 
In the practice of divination above de- 
scribed, called ki-ko, the object is to de- 
termine the issue of any present difliculty 
or emergency. In less urgent cases, when 
a person is in doubt with reference to his 
business affairs, or has a curiosity to know 
the general fortunes of his future life, an- 
other method of anticipating the future is 
resorted to, called swan-ming, “ reckon 
the life.” In ki-ko, the correctness of the 
divination is supposed to be due, not only 
to the right interpretation of the mysteri- 
ous and unchanging principles of the dia- 
grams, but to the indications of the gods, 
whose assistance is regarded most import- 
ant. In swan-ming, a knowledge of the 
future is supposed to be obtained by the 
use of hidden arts alone ; the special as- 
sistance of the gods not being sought. 


Divination by Means of eight Characters. 


The most common mode of swan-ming, 
is that of “examining the eight charac- 
ters,” or, as it is sometimes called, pi- 
ming-tsz, “ examining the paper of life.” 
In describing this mode of divination, it 
will be necessary first to refer to the 
Chinese mode of reckoning time. The 
sexagenary cycle, which gives names to 
years, months, days, and hours, is rep- 
resented by a combination of two sets of 
characters, numbering ten and twelve re- 
spectively; the former being regarded as 
connected with heaven or the yang prin- 
ciple, and the latter with earth or the yin 
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principle. The first ten names of the 
cycle, are the union of the ten characters 
referred to, with the first ten of the twelve 
in regular order; each cycle being repre- 
sented by two characters. In forming 
the second ten combinations, the eleventh 
of the twelve characters is united with the 
first of the ten, and so on; so that in the 
sixty combinations, each of the twelve 
characters is used five times, and each of 
the ten six times. Representations for 
the different numbers of the cycle being 
thus formed of two characters each, the 
combinations or names are applied to 
designate sixty successive years, sixty suc- 
cessive months, sixty successive days, and 
sixty successive hours; these sixty names 
revolving in perpetual cycles, in the 
greater and lesser divisions of time. 
Each one of these two sets of characters, 
is supposed to have a certain mysterious 
connection with one or other of what are 
regarded as “the five elements,” viz. 
metal, wood, water, fire, and earth. 

With these preliminary observations, 
we may get some idea of the manner in 
which pi-ming-tsz is practised. A per- 
son presents himself before the diviner, to 
ask the general question, whether the 
present period of his life is auspicious or 
otherwise, with special reference to the 
prosecution of business, change of resi- 
dence, attending the examinations, &c. 
The applicant is first required to state the 
year, month, day, and hour of his birth. 
The couplets of characters representing 
each of these four divisions of time, pre- 
sent together the “eight characters,” which 
form the basis of the calculation. The 
eight characters of my Chinese teacher 
may serve as an example. ‘The most im- 
portant or leading character, is always the 
former of the two representing the day of 
birth. This character happens to be, in 
the present instance, connected with the 
element wood or tree, therefore the life of 
the individual in question has a mystical 
connection with a tree. The day of birth 
occurs in one of the autumn months; a 
time unfavorable to the growth and luxu- 
riance of vegetation ; hence, without some 
special reason to the contrary, the general 
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fact is arrived at, that the individual will 
be weak and delicate. In addition to this, 
one of the characters representing the 
month, and one of those representing the 
hour, are connected with metal : metal cuts 
wood; therefore the condition of the in- 
dividual is still more precarious. Two of 
the other characters are connected with 
earth, which produces metal, and_ this 
makes the case of the individual even 
more deplorable. But, on the other hand, 
one of the characters is connected with 
water, which contributes to the growth of 
wood. ‘This happy circumstance, together 
with others less easy of explanation, serves 
to counteract to some extent adverse in- 
fluences. In every case, the divination 
consists in striking a balance between 
good and evil influences, in doing which 
there is a wide scope for the play of indi- 
vidual fancies. ‘Those who practise this 
art are astute observers of character: 
and the circumstances and appearance of 
the applicant, together with information 
derived by subtle questions, have much 
to do in each case in determining the na- 
ture of the response. ‘The eight charac- 
ters not only form the basis of deciding 
the fortunes of an individual at the time 
when the divination is sought, but for any 
number of years in the future. The 
fortunes of any subsequent year are sup- 
posed to be decided by the question, 
whether the characters representing that 
year have a propitious or unpropitious 


connection with the leading character of 


a man’s life. Thus, it is often remarked 
that such and such years will be difficult 
to pass. The minute details of this kind 
of soothsaying, are presented in a work 
of four volumes, entitled 'T'sz-ping-yuen- 
hai.”— J. L. Nevius, in Home and For. 
Record. 


THE “ BRETHREN’S UNION,” OF ELBER- 
FELD. 

The “Briiler Verein” (Brethren’s 
Union) of Elberfeld, in the far-famed 
Wupperthal, has been in operation since 
the year 1856. 

It consists of about 200 membgrs ; they 
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are required to declare their adhesion to 
the nine articles of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance,* and to prove this by their walk. 
The object of the society is to make known 
the glorious gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and it endeavors to enlist all the 
talents and gifts which it is believed the 
Lord, in endless diversity and various de- 
grees, has given, and continues to give, to 
all who are living members of His body, 
which, saith Scripture, is the church. 

The pecuniary resources of this society 
are the result of voluntary contributions. 
Each member declares what sum he sees 
fit to appropriate to the attainment of the 
object in view monthly. 

In order to make the gospel known, 
those members who are able to do so hold 
public meetings, at stated places and times, 
in which the truth as it is in Jesus is pro- 
claimed; at the meetings a chapter is 
read, after prayer and praise have been 
offered up, and this is expounded in a 
simple, popular way, while the meeting is 
closed by prayer and singing. At pres- 
ent, about ten or twelve brethren hold 
such meetings. They generally take 
place on Sabbath afternoons, that being 
the most appropriate time, especially in 
the country. 

Besides this, the “ Bruder Verein” em- 
ploys nine evangelists (two more are 
about to be added to this number), 
brethren who stand under the superin- 


*The Evangelical Alliance is an association 
composed of evangelical Christians of every: 
name, combined together for the promotion of 
religious liberty and the advancement of spir- 
itual Christianity. It has branches in many 
kingdoms and states of Europe and elsewhere. 
The seat of its operations is in London, where 
a2 monthly periodical, entitled “ Evangelical 
Christendom,” is published by the Socie- 
ty, devoted to the diffusion of information. 
This periodical has reached its thirteenth 
volume. It embraces monthly intelligence 
from all lands pertaining to the objects of the 
Association. ‘The “ nine articles’ of the Alli- 
ance are those elementary principles of Chris- 
tian theology, on which evangelical believers 
agree, and on the basis of which it is sup- 
posed that a union of Christians may be 
formed to coiperate together for the ends em- 
braced in this organization. 
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tendence of the inspector. The “ Briider 
Verein” has no Evangelical School or col- 
lege, at which the evangelists are trained ; 
but they meet the Inspector monthly, for 
several days, during which time meetings 
are held for prayer, reading, and studying 
the Scriptures, and a running course of 


practical theology is gone through, the 
evangelists being questioned their 
views of particular passages of Scripture, 
and requested to communicate the method 
they would adopt in publicly speaking on 
them. Every month about one hundred 
public meetings are held by these evan- 
gelists, and the other brethren mentioned 
above. 

These meetings are generally well at- 
tended, and the journals of the evange- 
lists, which are published in the “ Sae- 
mann,” the organ of the “ Briider Verein,” 
prove abundantly that the Lord has not 
withheld His blessing, but has recognized 
this “work of faith and labor of love,” 
by causing many to turn from darkness 
to light, and from Satan to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

It need scarcely be added that the 
“ Briider Verein,” not being an ecclesias- 
tical corporation, but a fraternal union, 
gladly receives as its members all who 
love the Lord Jesus Christ, irrespective 


of their peculiar denominational prefer- 
ences. About one-fourth of the mem- 
bers are Dissenters ; three-fourths belong 
to the National Church. The sum con- 
tributed by the dissenting brethren is, 
however, seven-cighths, that from the 
others, one-eighth. 

The “ Briider Verein” is governed by 
a Committee, consisting of seventeen 
members. They hold a public annual 
meeting. The members of the Committee 
are appointed by all the brethren; every 
year a fourth part of the Committee mem- 
bers is replaced by others. 

In that part of Prussia in which the 
“ Briider Verein” principally labors 
(Rhenish Provinces and Westphalia) 
there is liberty to hold public religious 
meetings; the only condition is twenty- 
four hours’ notice to the local authorities. 
The evangelists distribute Bibles, New 
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Testaments, tracts and handbills. The 
tracts are those published by the various 
German societies, those of Dr. Marriott, 
&e. The handbills, containing simple 
statements of gospel truth, appealing to 
men's hearts and consciences, are fre- 
quently written by members of the soci- 
ety, or they are translations, and published 
for account of the brethren. 

Besides this, the “ Briider Verein” pub- 
lishes a weekly paper, the “ Saemann — 
the Sower—containing eight pages in 
large octavo, full of good matter, which 
is distributed to about 2,300 subscribers, 
at two shillings per annum. 

The Clergy are generally opposed to 
the “ Briider Verein,” and the meetings 
This is very 
does 


held by the evangelists. 
natural. The “ Brier Verein’ 
not fight under the banner of the National 
Church. 
ever, are members of the society ; but 
The 


members belonging to the ranks of Dis- 


Some godly clergymen, how- 
they are more passive than active. 


sent are the only laboring brethren. 


EVANGELIZATION IN SPAIN. 

Some account was given in the Magazine 
for February, 1858, of the progress of evangel- 
ization in Spain. The following extracts from 
articles in “ Evangelical Christendom” show 
that the work is onward. 

A gentleman writes: “A friend has 
lately returned from a tour of upwards of 
amonth. Ile visited a great many Span- 
iards, distributing tracts and Testaments, 
and was everywhere received with cour- 
tesy and joy by all. The chief anxiety 
seemed to be to possess a copy of the 
‘ Biblia’ (Bible) entire ; but of these, unfor- 
tunately, he had none, except one or two, 
and these he gave away readily. He 
also succeeded in collecting together in a 
room, a congregation of from twenty to 
thirty Spaniards, to whom he read a few 
chapters and my Spanish tract, but was 
not sufficiently fluent to address them in 
their own language. He describes the 
poor people as most attentive, and all ask- 
ing for ‘ Biblias,’ after the service was 
concluded,” 
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The Committee state that their publi- 
cations for the last year, including seven 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 
copies of ‘Testaments and bound portions 
of the Scriptures, purchased or obtained 
in grants, have amounted to the large 
number of sixty-three thousand six hun- 
dred and sixty-nine. These are of 
course, not yet all in circulation, as a 
supply must be kept up continually, to 
prevent the interruption of the Society's 
procedure. 

How these publications are got into 
Spain and Spanish America cannot be 
made public. Suflice it to say, that they 
are got in, and that the Government of 
Spain knows this, as well as the alarmed’ 
and aroused priesthood. The truth of 
this assertion is evident, both from the 
stern edicts of the former against the in- 
troduction and circulation of heretical 
publications, and from the anathemas of 
the latter in the public journals of both 
Spain and Spanish America. 

During the past year, there have been 
martyrs in Spain, who, simply for the 
faith of Jesus, have suffered imprisonment 
and banishment as felons, to Spanish pe- 
nal settlements. While the society and 
its agents studiously avoid all interference 
with politics, and seek only tomake known 
to all classes and parties the glorious and 
blessed gospel of the Son of God, it is in- 
teresting to remark that even among those 
who suffered death for resisting the late 
overturn of the comparatively free con- 
stitution of Spain, there were individuals 
who apparently loved the Redeemer, and 
were not ashamed to confess Him in the 
midst of his enemies. Before the troubles 
broke out, they were earnest and success- 
ful in the furtherance of the faith of 
Jesus, in accordance with the measure of 
their own knowledge and spiritual en- 
lightenment ; and, afterwards, while in 
the prison, they did not decline from the 
prosecution of their work in spreading 
the knowledge of gospel truth. Though 
flattered, threatened, and cursed by the 
priests, in order to induce or compel them 
to desist from their Christian course, and 
die in the faith of Rome, they continued 


steadfast, maintaining their integrity to 
the end; and, on the scaffold, at once re- 
pudiated the claims of the priesthood, and 
laid their help upon Him, the one great 
Hligh-Priest of their profession, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. Whatever may be 
thought of their political course, every 
true Christian must rejoice to know, that 
the saving doctrines of the gospel of Christ 
have influenced, and appeared to uphold 
their souls, in the prospect of their imme- 
diate dissolution, and their entrance into 
the eternal world. 


The following letter gives an account of the 
first celebration of the Lord’s Supper in 
Gibraltar. 


“My chief object in writing, is to re- 
port to the Committee of the Spanish 
Evangelization Society, that, in the provi- 
dence of God, and by the blessing of His 
Spirit, an important step has been reached 
in our Spanish mission at Gibraltar. Yes- 
terday (Sabbath) evening, at their usual 
hour of worship, I was privileged to dis- 
pense the Lord’s Supper to twenty-four 
individuals regularly attending Sefior 
Ruet’s services, several of them heads of 
families, who, in this way, publicly pro- 
claimed their protest against the novelties 
and superstitions of the church of Rome. 
For several weeks they had been as cate- 
chumens under special instructions, and 
their character and conduct, as well as 
knowledge of Bible truth, were approved 
of. I met with them a short time before, 
addressed them on the solemn responsibi- 
lity of their position, and prayed with 
them that grace might be more and more 
given to make a good profession before 
many witnesses. Friday last (in addition 
to the usual meetings on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays,) was observed by a prepara- 
tion ‘service, when, after a solemn and 
suitable discourse from Sefior Ruet, those 
approved of as worthy of the privileges of 
membership met with me in the vestry, 
and in accordance with the custom of the 
Waldensian church, Sefior Ruet, placing 
his right hand on the open Bible, asked 
if all and every one of those whose names 
were now read, solemnly, as in the sight 
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of God, took this Divine word to be the 
only rule for faith and practice, and sepa- 
rated themselves entirely and for ever 
from the church of Rome. 
them rose and held up their hands, and 
from all a distinct and firm ‘ Si, Sejior,’ 
came forth as the reply. I then gave a 
short address and prayed; after which I 
gave them the right hand of fellowship, 
and a communion card, or ‘ token of ad- 
mission to the table of the Lord.’ Sejfior 
Don Pablo Sanchez, the Spanish mission- 
ary, long supported by the large kind- 
hearted friend of gospel truth, John Hen- 
derson, Esq., of Park, was present, and I 
asked him also to engage in prayer for 
the Spirit's blessing. He and two others, 
members of the Spanish Methodist church, 
joined with us in the observance of this 
solemn feast. There was a good attend- 
ance in the church yesterday evening, 
but it would have been greater had the 
weather been more favorable, for it ex- 
cited some interest that so many — and 
twenty of them for the first time — were 
in this solemn way professing Christ Jesus 
to be their only and all-sufficient Re- 
deemer. Several afterwards came to the 
vestry to put down their names as anx- 
ious for further instruction ; and the mem- 
bers, as if filled with thankfulness, ex- 
pressed their happiness, and shook hearti- 
ly my hand when they left. 
statement will, I doubt not, be sufficient 
to secure for these witnesses of the truth, 
amid much wickedness and discourage- 
ment, the earnest prayers of the Society, 
and of all who love the Lord, that they 
may witness a good confession, and adorn 
the doctrine of the holy Jesus in all 
things.” 


This simple 


A still later communication gives the fol- 
lowing interesting intelligence. 


There are indications that some of the 
people of Spain are awakening to a con- 
sciousness of their spiritual condition, and 
beginning to cry out, “ Men and brethren, 
what must we do to be saved ?” 

Amid all the darkness and degradation 
of Spain, and in spite of long centuries 
of grinding oppression in church and 
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state, there is something peculiarly at- 
tractive in the inhabitants, and especially 
in the lower orders of that sunny land. 
But putting aside all the romance which 
attaches to this country, and all the stir- 
ring incidents of her national history, sure- 
ly there is enough in the actual existing 
circumstances of so many millions to se- 
cure our warmest sympathy—their gall- 
ing thraldom and deep debasement, the 
streaks of light giving promise of a 
brighter day, the spirit of inquiry now 
abroad, and the opportunities which seem 
to be opening up for the evangelization of 
the Peninsula, such as have not been pre- 
sented for centuries. ‘Though the door 
may seem, at first sight, to be in a great 
measure shut against the entrance of the 
Word, yet we find from every number of 
the Spanish Evangelical Record that it is 
not so in reality. It is, indeed, most grat- 
ifying to learn that a wide circulation of 
the Bible and religious tracts is constantly 
going on in many cities and districts of 
the Peninsula. 

In one town, an agent of the Spanish 
Evangelization Society “ circulated about 
one thousand gospels, pamphlets, and 
tracts in the month of February last.” 
And it must be remembered that only a 
small portion of what is really effected 
There is this 
peculiarity attaching to evangelistic ope- 


can with propriety be told. 


rations in Spain, which does not attach to 
missionary work among the heathen, that 
it would be imprudent and suicidal — 
however gratifying for the moment — to 
relate the particular proceedings of agents, 
and to announce publicly the spheres in 
which they are laboring, and the special in- 
stances in which success may crown their 
efforts. All that can safely be given to the 
public is either general statements, or de- 
tails with the names of persons and places 
omitted. But this marks significantly the 
nature of the work which is being carried 
on. Striking things are told of the pro- 
gress already made; of the absorption of 
package after package of books and tracts; 
of the perplexity and wrath of the priest- 
hood; of the willingness of the people to 
read ; of the existence of a prayer-union 
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for Spain; of the manifest answers to 
prayer; of the new Spanish Protestant 
congregation at Gibraltar; and of the 
vast moral wastes lying ready for cultiva- 
tion in South America. 


ENGLISH CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCI- 
ETY AND NORTHERN INDIA. 


The North India mission field occupies 
the greatest extent of country, and num- 
bers the largest staff of European mis- 
sionarics, of any of the Church Missionary 
Society’s missions. The distance between 
its extreme stations is fifteen hundred 
miles. 

The stations of the Church Missionary 
Society in Northern India, comprise in 
Bengal, Calcutta with its out-stations, 
Thakurpukar and Agurparah, Burdwan, 
the district of Krishnaghur with its nine 
stations, and Bhagulpur. 

Within this range are contained classes 
of heathen inhabitants of the most diverse 
character, from the highly-educated and 
acute native aristocracy of Calcutta, down 
to the degraded peasantry of the plains, 
and the lawless Santhal of the hills. 

The Church Missionary Society, in dis- 
tributing its spiritual forces, has provided 
chiefly for the lower classes of the people, 
remembering our divine Master's words, 
“The poor have the gospel preached 
unto them.” 

North India has proved no exception 
to the general experience of the church 
under the Christian dispensation, that the 
gospel ascends ; and that, though it still 
remains true that it is the poor of this 
world who become rich in faith, and not 
many wise, not many mighty, not many 
noble are called, yet that delightful testi- 
monies have been given in India to prove 
that a few, at least, out of each of these 
classes, have been drawn into the gospel 
net. 

The North-West provinces comprise 
the missionary stations of Benares, with 
its out-stations of Gharwa and Chunar; 
Juanpur, with its out-station of Azimghur ; 
Gorruckpur ; Jubbulpur in Central India ; 


Agra, and its out-stations Muttra and 
Secundra; Mirut, and its distant out- 
stations, Bareilly and Landour; and Kot- 
ghur in the Himalayas. In each of 
these there are small congregations of na- 
tive converts, schools, and a resident mis- 
sionary, or his occasional visits in the case 
of the out-stations. 

The Punjab comprises the stations of 
Umritsar, the ancient Seikh capital ; Kan- 
gra, on the mountains; Multan, which 
has been occupied during the last year; 
and Peshawar, which, though the frontier 
station of India, has been proved, after 
two years’ occupation, to present the same 
encouraging openings and facilities for the 
missionary as other parts of India. 

The case of Peshawar, the remotest and 
most critically situated of all the Punjab 
stations, is remarkable and instructive. 
The Mohammedan population of that city 
is singularly fanatical, and the city is en- 
compassed with hill tribes as daring as 
they are fanatical. The first British resi- 
dent there after the conquest of the Pun- 
jab, declared that so long as he lived there 
should not be a Christian mission beyond 
the Indus. This resident was assassinated 
by a Mohammedan fanatic. 

Ilis successor was Major Edwardes, a 
man who fears God and loves the Saviour 
and His cause. When it was proposed to 
establish a mission at Peshawar, he at 
once fearlessly headed it, and openly de- 
clared, in substance, that the Christiani- 
zation of India ought to be regarded as 
the ultimate end of our continued posses- 
sion of it. 

At the outbreak of the mutiny, nearly 
the whole of the eight native regiments 
at the station showed symptoms of disaf- 
fection. Most of them had to be disarmed, 
and one of them has since been cut to 
pieces. In the midst of these internal 
troubles, surrounded on all sides with a 
fiercely fanatical people, what were the 
missionaries to do? If they were even 
called on by the authorities to pause for a 
season, no one would have wondered ; 
but no, Sir John Lawrence and Mr. 
Montgomery said, in substance, Let the 
preaching and other missionary opera- 
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tions by no means be suspended ; and Dr. 
Pfander only absented himself once or 
twice from his usual evening preaching. 

The statistics of the Church Mission 
establishment in North India are as fol- 
lows : — 

Ordained missionaries 45, ordained 
native missionary 1, European catechists 
and teachers 6, European female teach- 
ers 2, East Indian catechists and teachers 
5, native catechists 33, native Scripture 
readers 66, native teachers and school- 
masters 307, native schoolmistresses 26, 
stations 27, communicants 1119, native 
Christians 7409, seminaries and schools 
119, seminarists and scholars 7027.—Jis- 
sionary Sketches. 


THE CHINESE TREATIES. 

One of the most interesting and impor- 
tant events of the year just closed is the 
opening of China to commercial inter- 
course and to the unrestricted pursuit of 
missionary labors. By the treaties re- 
cently signed at Tientsin between China 
on the one hand, and the four great West- 
ern powers, England, Russia, France and 
the United States on the other, the bar- 
riers reared for the purpose of arresting 
the progress of the gospel 
down, and the “iand is now available in 
its length and breadth, in its eighteen 
provinces and its boundless dependen- 
cies,” as a field of missionary effort. “ In 
a commercial point of view,” says Mr. 
Muirhead, of the London Missionary So- 
ciety, “there has been a great extension 
of privilege, but not to be compared with 
the increased facilities that have been 
granted to missionary labor. It has been 
agreed that missionaries be allowed to 
travel far and wide in the discharge of 
their work, and to reside in the different 
towns and cities in the interior without 
let or hindrance. They may preach the 
gospel in the most open and public man- 
ner, and in all directions far and near. 
Instead of being molested or opposed as 
heretofore, they are to be recognized in 
their true character, and protected ac- 
cordingly.” 


are broken 
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The provisions in the treaties of the four 
powers we take from a communication of 
Mr. Aitchison, of Shanghai, in the Mis- 
sionary Herald. 


RUSSIAN 


Article 8. (Translation.) “ The Chi- 
nese government, recognizing the truth 
that the doctrines of Christianity pro- 
mote the establishment of good order and 
peace among mankind, _naeonaag not to 
persecute its subjects who may wish to 
follow the requirements of this faith ; but 
they shall enjoy the same protection 
which is granted to those who profess 
other forms of religion tolerated in the 
empire. 

“The Chinese government, believing 
that Christian missionaries are good men, 
who seek no material advantages for 
themselves, hereby permits them to 
propagate the doctrines of Christianity 
among its subjects, and allows them to 
pass every where in the country. <A 
fixed number of missionaries passing 
through the cities, or open ports, shall be 
furnished with passports, signed by the 
Russian authorities.” 


TREATY. 


AMERICAN TREATY. 

Art. 29. “ The principles of the Chris- 
tian religion, as professed by the Protest- 
ant and Roman Catholic churches, are 
recognized as teaching men to do good, 
to do to others as they would have others 
do to them. Hereafter, those who quietly 
yrofess and teach these doctrines shall not 
Re harassed or persecuted on account of 
their faith. Any person, either citizen of 
the United States or Chinese convert, 
who, according to these tenets, peaceably 
teaches and practises the gars of 
Christianity, shall in no case be interfered 
with or molested.” 


ENGLISH TREATY. 


Art. 8. “The Christian religion, as 
»rofessed by Protestants or Roman Catho- 
fies, inculcates the practice of virtue, and 
teaches man to do as he would be done 
by. Persons teaching it or professing it, 
therefore, shall alike be entitled to the 
protection of the Chinese authorities, nor 
shall any such, peaceably pursuing their 
calling and not offending against the laws, 
be persecuted or interfered with.” 

FRENCH TREATY 

Art. 13. (Translation.) “The Chris- 
tian religion, having for its essential object 
to lead men to virtue, the members of all 
Christian bodies (communions) shall en- 
joy full security for their persons, their 
property, and the free exercise of their 
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religious worship; and entire protection 
shall be given to missionaries who peace- 
fully enter the country, furnished with 
passports such as are deseribed in Article 
8. No obstacle shall be interposed by the 
Chinese authorities to the recognized right 
of any person in China to embrace Chris- 
tianity if he pleases, and to obey its re- 
quirements, without being subject, on that 
account, to any penalty. Whatever has 
been heretofore written, proclaimed or 
published in China, by order of govern- 
ment, against the Christian faith, is wholly 
abrogated and nullified in all the provin- 
ces of the empire.” 

There is a manifest difference in the 
wording of the above articles. But there 
is an article in each treaty which secures 
to the nation making it, all the advanta- 
ges of any description which may fall to 
the lot of any of the other treaty-making 
powers. Ilence, wherever the religion of 
Rome or of the Greek Church, would 
be tolerated, or their missionaries, re- 
spectively, would find free access, there 
the missionaries of any Protestant de- 
nomination have a right to go, and, ac- 
cording to the terms of the treaty, may 
demand full toleration. 

Mr. Williams, Secretary of the Ameri- 
can legation to China, writes, under date 
of Shanghai, July 13:— 


“ The provisions of the American treaty 
allow complete toleration to the preaching 
and practice of Christianity. * * By 
the French treaty, it is allowed to the 
missionaries of that nation to travel 
through the country, and the same liberty 
will enure to Americans, whether Pro- 
testants or Roman Catholics, so that we 
may regard the country as fully open for 
the dissemination of the gospel. Proba- 
bly there will be some difficulty, for a 
time, in a missionary’s settling, with his 
family, at an interior city, like Suchau or 
Hangchau; but the unmarried man will 
be able to go through the towns and cities 
making known the truth. 

“ The officers at Tien-tsin were not alto- 
gether indifferent to the subject of tolera- 
tion, and they seem to have considered its 
bearings. They are afraid of settlements 
in their borders, (and then the consolida- 
tion, perhaps, of forts and factories, like 
those formerly known in India,) under 
the name of mission stations; but a few 
years’ experience will show them, that 
missions are not now likely to be turned 
into magazines or forts. lias 
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“ One of the leading Manchus at Tien- 
tsin was asked what he considered the 
population of the empire to be, and an- 
swered, without the least hesitation, as if 
the subject was familiar to him, ‘ Four 
hundred millions’—thus confirming the 
general Tien-tsin has a popula- 
tion of about 200,000 in and around its 
walls. The demand for immediate action 
is great, and we doubt not it will be met.” 


Besides the five ports hitherto open to 
foreign commerce, nine are specifically 
mentioned as certainly opened to trade, 
and of course to the propagation of Chris- 
tianity, “three on the coast, three on ad- 
joining islands, and three on the great 
river Yang-tsz-kiang. One of these is in 
the extreme North, on the coast of Man- 
churia, with the climate of New England ; 
another in the extreme South, on the 
Island of Hai-nan, with the climate of 
Cuba; and the rest are between these 
limits, presenting a variety of climate 
adapted to every sort of physical consti- 
tution, and a difference of population 
suited to every grade of mental culture.” 

“In a postscript, Mr. Aitchison gives the 
following list of new ports opened. 

On the coast, six, viz :— 

1. Niu-chwang, near the mouth of the 
river Liau, in the Manchu province 
Shing-king ; lat. 41°. 

2. Tang-chau, on the north shore of 
Shang-tung promontory ; lat. 38°. 

8. Tan-shui, on the north end of the 
island of Formosa; lat. 25°. 

4. Tai-wan, on the south-west shore of 
the same island ; lat. 23°. 

5. Swa-tow, on the coast between Can- 
ton and Amoy; lat. about 23°. 

6. Kiung-chau, on the island of Hai- 
nan; lat. 20°. 

On the Great River, three, viz;— 

7. Ching-kiang, situated at the june- 
tion of the great canal with the river; 
lat. 32°. 

8. Wu-hu, in the department of Tai- 
ping-fu, province of Ngan-hwui; lat. 
about 31°. 

9. Han-keu, at the mouth of the river 
Han, in province of Hu-peh; lat. about 
31°. 

The last two are to be opened when 
the rebellion is suppressed.” 

In commenting on the new state of af- 
fairs in China, Mr. Aitchison writes :— 

“ We are not so sanguine as to suppose, 
that no obstacles lie in the path to the full 
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attainment of privileges above indicated. 
Imperial edicts cannot change the dispo- 
sition of the masses, nor secure the in- 
tegrity of officials. In planting the stand- 
ard of the eross in regions hitherto unex- 
plored, we must expect opposition and 
danger, must be prepared for exhibitions 
of contempt and hatred. Families, es- 
pecially, will have to encounter rooted 
rejudice and aversion. But it is our de- 
iberate opinion that the time for the oc- 
cupation of the interior has now come, 
and that all difliculties will vanish before 
the power of faith and love.” 


In this connection, the following re- 
marks of a missionary of the’ London 
Missionary Society, at Shanghai, are both 
pertinent and important :— 


“In China, as elsewhere, the poor are 
the most susceptible of impression. The 
more I have to do with the people, the 
more profoundly convinced I become of 
the absurdity of the old standing idea, 
that China must he worked upon from 
above, and that here we must commence 
with the wise, the rich, and the noble, and 
descend from thence to the lower classes. 
Besides the @ priori improbability of this, 
I believe that the experience of mis- 
sionaries in China,—both Roman Catho- 
lic and Protestant,—goes to show that the 
land of Sinim is no exception to the gen- 
eral rule. These are the words of an old 
Roman Catholic missionary: ‘In short, 
although amongst the Christians that are 
in China, we reckon no more princes and 
ministers of state since the last persecu- 
tion of Father Adam Shool, yet for all 
that we baptize every year mandarins, 
doctors, and other persons of quality; yet 
it is true that the common people make up 
the greatest number: Not many mighty, 
not many noble. And it is no news to 
own that the poor have always been the 
elect portion and precious inheritance of 
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Jesus Christ in the church.’ Long since, 
however, even their mandarins and doc- 
tors have fallen away; and it is a well- 
known fact, that at present their converts 
are almost entirely among the poorest and 
most illiterate of the people. If we would 
convert China, we must begin with the 
common people, and devote our energies 
principally to their enlightenment. 
“Connected with this is another false 
impression, namely, that none but men of 
high mental endowments and profound 
erudition will do as missionaries for Chi- 
na. The reason of this misconception, I 
suppose, is the literary character of the 
people, and the unconquerable difficulties 
of the language. ‘There can be no doubt 
but that China has her wise men in abun- 
dance, and that the acquisition of a pro- 
found knowledge of the language is more 
than a life work to any foreigner ; but, on 
the other hand, experience has taught me 
that the path of the missionary lies chiefly 
among the illiterate and poor, and that a 
diligent student of moderate capacities 
may, within the first two years of his 
missionary career, be able to read and ex- 
plain his Chinese New Testament intelli- 
gibly, and speak with suflicient ease and 
accuracy to convey to the mind of a Chi- 
nese audience a full and correct idea of 
the principal truths of the gospel. I do 
not mean to say that a thorough knowl- 
edge of the language and literature of the 
Chinese is unimportant; on the contrary, 
I maintain, the more profound the better ; 
every missionary should constantly aim at 
perfection in this respect. I only assert, 
that it is by no means essential to long and 
extensive usefulness, and that a man of 
moderate calibre may acquire in a com- 
paratively short period a suflicient amount 
of Chinese to enable him to do a great 
deal of work. We want here men of 
action, as well as men of thought. We 
could not dispense with the latter, yet we 
deem the former equally invaluable.” 


OTHER MISSIONS. 


TURKEY. 

The district of Nicomedia is at present in 
an interesting state. In the village of Ova- 
juk, where, less than two years ago, the peo- 
ple were so hostile to Protestantism that 
they drove out two colporteurs, cruelly beat- 
ing them and tearing up their books, there 
is now a regular Protestant service every 
Sabbath, and a school during the week, and 


a very favorable impression has been made. 
The Armenians even send their children to 
the Protestant school for the present. They 
have been stimulated to build a school-house 
of their own, which is nearly finished, and 
when it is done they say to the Protestants 
that they are intending to apply to them to 
furnish ateacher. ‘There is an awakened 
state of the public mind through almost all 
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the Armenian villages of the district, embrac- 
ing a population of from 70,000 to 100,000, 
and apparently a strong tendency to cast 
away their superstitions, and retain nothing 
but what is sanctioned by the Divine Word. 
In the same village of Ovajuk, the leading 
men of the church lately held several meet- 
ings to consult about church reforms, and it 
was almost their unanimous decision to take 
down all the pictures from the church, some 
thirty in number, and bury them under the 
ground. The decision would have been 
immediately put in execution but for one 
individual, who wanted to give the old saints 
a decent burial, and who promised, if they 
would wait, to prepare a sepulchre for them. 

In Nicomedia itself there are some prom- 
ising signs. A Protestant female, who was 
educated at the American school in Con- 
stantinople, and for many years received a 
salary from the mission for teaching a small 
girls’ schools in Nicomedia, has lately open- 
ed a school for herself on the self-sustaining 
plan. She has about fifty-seven girls, all 
of them pay-scholars, and only three of 
them are Protestants! The rest are from 
Armenian families, and those usually of the 
higher class, while the school is a thoroughly 
Protestant school, in which the Scriptures 
are daily taught and prayer offered ; and all 
the books used are from the Protestant press. 
And, furthermore, the parents themselves 
are often present, and seem to be fully satis- 
fied with the religious and other training 
their daughters receive. This is truly won- 
derful, especially when we consider that 
only a few years ago there was a most bit- 
ter fecling of hostility in that same commu- 
nity against the Protestants, and sometimes 
violent persecution. 

It has been lately ascertained that there 
are in Nicomedia about fifteen or twenty 
young men of the Armenian race, who are 
diligently studying the Bible by themselves, 
and whose minds have been freed from su- 
perstition, by the blessing of God’s Spirit 
on the written word, They never had any 
direct intercourse with the Protestants, and 
never heard evangelical preaching until 
since they became thus enlightened; but 
quite recently a few of them have begun to 
attend the Protestant place of worship. Not 
satisfied with having received the light them- 
selves, they have begun zealously to labor 


just now. The attendance of Jews at the 
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for the enlightenment of their fellow-coun- 
trymen.— News of the Churches. 


JEWS IN SMYRNA. 


A missionary among the Jews in Smyrna, 
Turkey, writes in the News of the Churches, 
as follows: 

The work among the Jews continues to 
progress beyond expectation. I have la- 
bored among my people for the last ten 
years, and never during that time have I 
witnessed, in any particular place, or at any 
particular time, a state of things more pro- 
mising and full of hope than it is in Smyrna 


Lord’s day service, the Bible class on Tues- 
days, and the meeting for general discus- 
sion on Saturdays, is highly satisfactory. 
On the 8th September, I preached to them 
from Matt. vii. 13, 14: “Enter ye in at the 
strait gate.” Several Jews came in after 
the service, and I conversed with them for 
hours. In truth I may say that, with very 
little intermission, I was preaching “ the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God” from 
eight in the morning till seven in the even- 
ing. In the afternoon English service I 
preached from Matt. xii. 49, 50: “ Behold 
my mother and my brethren!”? By the 
blessing of God, six souls have been 
gathered into the church since the com- 
mencement of this mission in 1856, four 
Jews and two Jewesses. Several more are 
anxious to be received into the church ; but 
I wish to have more convincing proofs of 
their sincerity and attachment to the truth 
as itis in Jesus. The conduct and deport- 
ment of those hitherto baptized have been 
highly satisfactory, and the greatest har- 
mony and good-will prevail amongst 
them. Not that they are free from trials 
and persecution. They have much to en- 
dure, both from friends and foes; but by the 
grace of God, they are enabled to withstand 
temptation, to bear reproach patiently, and, 
agreeably to the Master’s command, to bless 
and pray for those who curse, revile, and 
persecute them. Like the disciples of old, 
“they have all things common;” and 
though their heads may not be very en- 
lightened, their hearts are, as I believe, 
under the gracious influences of God’s 
Spirit. 
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SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


From the general letter of the mission of the 
American Board on these islands, published 
in the Missionary Herald, we make the fol- 
lowing extracts, giving a succinct view of the 
progress of Christianity and education on 
Hawaii. 

The whole number connected with the 
churches is about the same as it was a year 
ago. In one or two churches, the state of 
religion is represented as low; none have, 
during the last year, experienced what we 
usually denominate a powerful revival; but, 
with one or two exceptions, members have 
been received to every church, on profession 
of faith. In several, such additions exceed 
the number of removals by death and in all 
other ways; and this in a land where, for 
several years, the births among the whole 
people have but little exceeded the num- 
ber of deaths in the church, is not a small 
matter. 

Many of our native church members are 
active, growing Christians, whose light 
shines, and will shine more and more, till 
they enter those mansions which Christ has 
gone to prepare for them. All things con- 
sidered, we believe the Hawaiian churches, 
defective and imperfect as they confessedly 
are, will not, proper allowances being made, 
suffer by comparison with any community 
of churches in any land. Still, we would 
feel that our all, for the future, depends 
upon the revival of God’s work. Our one 
great need, for ourselves and our people, is 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

The statistics of the churches, for the past 
year, are but imperfectly reported. So far 
us reported, the additions, on profession, 
have been 803; the deaths, 718; the ex- 
clusions, 876. The money contributions 
mentioned amount to $20,164.33. From 
four churches there is no report of contribu- 
tions. 

The schools at these Islands, are the col- 
lege, high schools, English schools, and the 
common or district schools. The numberof 
these schools has decreased, as also the num- 
ber of scholars connected with them. In 
1856, there were 332 district schools, with 
8,671 pupils, reported to the Board of Edu- 
cation. But in 1857, there were only 312 
schools, with 8,460 pupils; making a dimi- 
nution of 20 schools, and 211 scholars in 
one year. 

There are many hindrances to the pro- 


Other Missions. — Sandwich Islands. 


[January, 


gress of common schools. The first is the 
want of skill in the teachers. ‘These, for the 
most part, are not deficient in a knowledge 
of the studies which they are expected to 
teach, but they are deficient in the art of 
governing a school. They do not know 
how to communicate knowledge to their 
pupils, so as to interest them. The wantof 
good, convenient, pleasant school houses, is 
another impediment to the progress of the 
schools. But notwithstanding all impedi- 
ments, our common schools have been, and 
are, a great blessing to the nation. We seldom 
see a child, of suitable age, who cannot read, 
and many write a good hand, and are ac- 
quainted, more or less, with arithmetic and 
geography. 

The English schools have diminished in 
number, and in the number of pupils, during 
the year past. In 1856, there were 17 English 
schools, with 758 scholars, supported in part 
by government and in part by the parents. 
Butin 1857, there were only ten schools, with 
477 scholars; making a decrease of seven 
schools, and 281 pupils in one year. 

The high schools are three, two of which, 
viz., the Hilo boarding school and the Waioli 
select school, are supported by the American 

doard, and one, Lahainaluna seminary, by 
the Hawaiian government. 

The Hilo boarding school is in a prosper- 
ous state. There are now sixty-four schol- 
ars. The great object of this school is to 
prepare teachers for the island of Hawaii, 
and to supply the seminary with a portion 
of its pupils. The whole number of pupils 
who have been connected with the school 
from the year 1836 to this time, is 491. Of 
these, twelve are now ordained missionaries 
at Hivaoa, (they having graduated, also, 
from the Lahainaluna seminary,) four are 
licensed preachers, six are superintendents 
of government schools, and a multitude are 
lawyers, tax collectors, school teachers, 
&e. Ke. 

The Waioli select school has the same ob- 
ject in view for Kauai and Niihau that the 
Hilo boarding school has for Hawaii. Fifty- 
seven pupils have been connected with that 
school the past year. 

The Lahainaluna seminary has been in 
existence for twenty-seven years. During 
this period, there have been connected with 
the institution 603 pupils, 537 of whom have 
gone out from it, many of them to exert a 
healthful influence upon their fellow-men, 
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both in church and state. Among its gra- 
duates, are circuit and district judges, super- 
intendents of schools, tax collectors, legisla- 
tors, lawyers, clerks, school teachers, pastors 
of churches, licensed preachers, and mis- 
sionaries. ‘There are now 134 teachers of 
district schools who have been connected 
with this institution, and at least 96 of the 
whole number have died. 

All the pupils are expected to work from 
three to three and a half hours per day, on 
land belonging to the seminary, and the 
avails of their labor go towards their sup- 
port. There are three teachers, two foreign 
and one native, (who is also a licensed 
preacher,) connected with the seminary. 
This institution has always been popular 
among the people. To graduate from it is 
regarded as an honor by the Hawaiian com- 
munity, and that it has been a blessing to 
the nation, few will be disposed to deny. That 
there have gone out from it some who have 
not been thus a blessing, and who have dis- 
honored their alma mater, is not strange. 
The great thing which the institution needs, 
to make it a fountain from whence may flow 
streams which shall make glad the city of 
God in future, is an outpouring of the Spirit 
upon teachers and pupils. 

There are two other schools which are 
doing much good, viz., the royal school, and 
The Oahu Col- 
lege has been in session since the return of 
its President from the United States, and is 
in a flourishing condition. 


the Honolulu free school. 


DONATIONS. 
RECEIVED IN NOVEMBER, 1858. 


Maine. 
Waterville, ch. 5.40; Viseata- 
quis Asso. 28; Warren, ch., La- 
dies’ Bap. For. Miss. Soe. 10; 
Rockland, J. Waketield 50; 


Wells, Fem. Miss. Soc. 20; 158.40 
New Hampshire. 
Lyme, a friend 1.00 
Vermont. 
Swanton Centre, “C. H. W.” 1; 
Lamoile Asso., E. A. Fuller 
tr., Jericho, Fem. Miss. Soc. 
15.75 ; Johnson, Fem. Miss. 
Soc. 4; 20.75 


Massachusetts. 


Boston, Bowdoin Square ch., T. 
B. Wheeler tr., Board of Benev. 
Operations, mon. con. 65.64; 
Chelsea, ch., Dea. 8S. Bryant 
tr., mon. con. 60.47; Lynn, Ist 
ch., with prey. donas. to cons. 


Donations. 


James M. Nye L. M., 50; New 
Bedford, William st. ch., Lu- 
ther G. Hewins tr., mon. con. 
and special coll., to cons. Ed- 
win Sanford, George Homer 
and Nathan Barker L. M., and 
of wh. 100 is fr. Sab. Sch., 
George 8S. Homer tr., to cons. 
Thomas Bliss L. M., 400; Frae 
mingham, Ist ch., W. Nixon 
tr., 50; West Acton, ch., mon. 
con. 3.01; Woburn, ch., 
Millett tr., mon. con. 22; Am- 
herst, ch. 90 ets.; Barnstable, 
Cotuit Port, Union meetings, 
A. C. Childs tr., mon. con. 20; 
South Wilbraham, Mrs. Maria 
Warner 2; 

Old Colony Asso., Middleboro’, 
Ist ch.15.04; 3d ch. 33.20; N.Sci- 
tuate, ch. 15; North Marshfield 
8; Rev. Thos. Conant 5; Dea. 
Alba Howard 1; Plymouth, ch. 
10; with other donas. to cons. 
Dea. Samuel Norton L. M., per 
Rev. J. Aldrich, agent, 

Worcester Asso., Uxbridge, ch. 
10.25; Worcester, Pleasant st. 
ch., of wh. 33.70 is ann. coll. 
and 6.50 mon. con., 40.20; per 
Rey. J. A., agent, 


Rhode Island. 

State Convention, R. B. Chap- 
man tr., Providence, Ist ch., of 
wh. 2204 is mon. con., 20 an. 
sub., per ©. Johnson, collector, 
and 10, Pardon Miller’s an. 
sub., per Mrs. Miller, 52.04; 
Wickford, Ist ch.. per N. 
Spink, with prev. donas. to 
cons. Beriah Gardiner L.M., 45; 
Vrovidence Asso., Sheltonville, 
ch., per Rev. J. Aldrich, agent, 


Connecticut, 


Pendleton Hill ,two ladies, friends 
of missions, 

New Haven, Ist ch., per Rev. J. 
Aldrich, agent, 


New York. 


New York city, Rev. A. Maclay 
D. D.10; Fuyetteville,a iend 
of missions, by hand of H, Ed- 
wards, 60.. and Marion, ch. 20., 
for the sup. of native preachers 
under the direction of Mrs. M. 
B. Ingalls, 80; Township, C. 
Seabury, for Mrs. Jewett’s sch., 
Nellore, 5; 

Monroe Asso., Austin H. Cole tr., 

Chenango Asso., Joseph Baldwin 
tr., a friend 2; Caroline T. 
Fitch 8; 

Dutchess Asso., Amenia, ch., 
with other donas. to cons. Rev. 
Thomas E. Vassar L. M., 72.81; 
Stamford, ch., 31.60; J. Booth 
1; Mrs. A. Lawrence 1; Miss 
L. Lawrence 5; P. W. Hewsted 
5; John Pulver 1; Seth Wal- 
ton 1; benry Sage 10; North 
East, ch. 82.75; Dover Plains. 
ch., with other donas. to cons. 
Mrs. Maria K. Mabbett L. M., 

2.25; James Ketcham 10; South 
Dover, ch. 9.75; Poughkeepsie, 
Ist ch. 12.25;per Rey. O. Dodge, 


Hudson River North Asso., Al- 
fred Noxon, per Rey. O. D., 
agent, 

SaratogaAsso.,Saratoga Springs, 
ch. 33.64; Greenfield, ch. 6.75; 
_per_Rey. O. D., agent, 

New York Asso., Brooklyn, Cen- 
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tral ch. 40; New York city, 
Bethesda ch. 7.50; per Rev. O. 
D., agent, 

Hudson River South Asso., 
Poughkeepsie, Central ch.57.78; 
New York city, a friend 10; per 
Rey. O. D., agent, 


New Jersey. 


Rahway, James H. Linsley 

West N. J. Asso., Marlton, ch. 
14; Moorestown, ch., of wh. 
8.61 is fr. Sab. Sch., 27.08 ; 
Trenton, Central ch. 7.46: per 
Rey. S. M. Osgood, agent, 

Central N. J. Asso., Lamberts- 
ville, ch., per Rev. 8S. M. O., 


agent, 

East N. J. Asso., Plainfield, 1st 
ch. 40; Middletown, Ist ch. 
54.82; Port Monmouth, ch. 21; 
Shrewsburg, ch. 10; per Rev. 
S. M. O., agent, 

Newark, South ch., Geo. H. 
Bruen tr., per Rev. O. Dodge, 
agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


Central Union Asso., East Nant- 
meal],ch, 2.50; Pughtown, ch.3; 
per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 

Clarion Asso.. Warsaw, Rey. J. 
Sallade, per Rev. O., agt., 

French Creek Asso. 4.54; George- 
town, ch. 2; Rev. H. Steelman 
1; Meadville, ch.6; Randolph, 
ch.,C. Hatch 3; Mead’s Cor- 
ners, ch. 2; Rockdale, eh. 2; 
per Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 

Monongahela Asso., Pittsburgh, 
Union ch., per Rey. 8. M. O., 
agent, 


Ohio. 


Cexsar’s Creek Asso., Hugh Smart 
tr., 18.47; Cowan's Creek, ch. 
2.25; Centerville, ch. 6; 

Miami Asso. 10.88; Middletown, 
Ist ch., Sab. Sch , for Rev.Wm. 
Ashmore, 9.60; Dayton, Wayne 
st. ch. 10.20; per Rev. H. Davis, 
agent, 

Columbus Asso. 15.41; Berlin, 
ch. 1; per Rey. I. D., agent, 
Wooster Asso. 11.41; New Ha- 
gerstown,ch. 37 cts. ; MillB rook 
ch. 1.40; Mohican, ch. 2; per 

Rey. H. D., agent, 

Anglaize Asso., per Rev. H. D., 
agent, 

Meigs Creek Asso., Beverly, ch., 
per Rev. H. D., agent, 

Cwxear’s Creek Asso., Wilming- 
ton, ch., per Rey. H. D., agent, 

Mrs. E. Ramage, per 

Rev. H. D., agent, 


Indiana, 


Northern Indiana Asso, South 
Bend, ch., per Rev. A. S. Ames, 
agent, 

Lick Creek, L. Logsden 1; 8. M. 
Day, for Henthada mission 
house, 8; per Rey. A. 8. A., 
agent, 

Freedom Asso., Freedom, ch. 
13.10; Mrs. Moss 1; New Mays- 
ville, ch. 15.75; A. D. Billings- 
ley’s pledge, one of ten to sup. 
a nat. preacher, 5; Leedoga, ch. 
14.45; per Rev. A. 8. A., agent, 

Mt. Zion Asso., Franklin, lst ch., 
per Rev. A. 8S. A., agent, 

Tippecanoe Asso., Crawfordville, 
ch., per Rev. A. 8. A., agent, 

anon, friends 3.69; Forest 


48.49 


100.00 


26.72 


4.09 


49.30 


7.0 


Donations. 


375.31 


70.85 


142.72 


Home, A. J. Vawter 50 cts.; 
per Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 


Illinois. 


Bristol, ch. 

Delavan, ch. 5; St. Charles, J. 
Yates 6; H. M. Clark 1; E. 
Gorton 1; Mrs. R. 8S. King 
50 cts.; Mrs. J. Barnes 59 ets.; 
Evanston, Dea. E. H. Multord 
50 cts.; per Rey. Joseph W. 
Eaton, agent, 


Michigan. 


Lyons Village, ch.4; Prairie, ch., 
by hand of Rey. J. Van Vieck, 
15.42; per Rey. O. Dodge, agt., 

Grand Rapids Asso., E. Yeomans 
tr., per Rey. O. D., agent, 

State Convention, coll. at anniv., 
per Rey. A. S. Ames, agent, 

Redford, I. Durham, per Rey. A. 
S. A., agent, 

Jackson <Asso., Jackson, ch. 
(errorin Sept. report,) per Rey. 
A. 8. A., agent, 


Wisconsin. 


Racine, ch., for the sup. of a nat. 
yreacher under 
rs. M. B. Ingalls, 


Towa. 
Cedar Rapids, ch., per Rey. O. 
Dodge, agent, 
Missouri. 


Hickory Grove, Rev. James E. 
Welch, for the Burman Mis- 
sion, 


Legacies. 


Newton, Ms., Mrs. Marv Durell, 
per Henry G. Durell, Exr., 

Cortlandville, N. Y., Jabez Keep, 
per Rey. Henry Bowen, 


direction of 
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50.00 
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$3,266.93 


Total from April ] to Nov. 39, 1858, $37,264.18. 


Donations in Goods. 


Philadelphia, Pa., Misses Mary 

Anna Longstreth and C. Shel- 
don, 2 boxes books, clothing, 
medicine, stationery, Jamps, 
&c., for Rev. J. Wade and Rey. 
C. Bennett and families, 
Dr. D. Jayne & Son, 7 boxes 
medicine, for Rey. Ek. Kincaid, 
408; 7 boxes do., for Rey. C. 
Bennett, 396; 4 boxes do., for 
Rey. C. F. Tolman, 181; 

Library, “ Friends in per 
Mrs. Douglass, 1 box fruit and 
clothing, tor Rey. J. L. Doug- 
lass, Bassein, 

Brooklyn, N. Y., First ch. 1 box 
clothing and books, for Mrs. 
Lyman Jewett, Nellore, 

Providence, R I., Perry Davis & 
Son, 1 box pain killer, for Rey. 
J. G. Binney, 5; 1 box do., for 
Rey. C. F. Tolman, 5; 

Woburn, Ms.., Ist ch. 1 box cloth- 
ing, received in April last with- 
out advice, and freight on do., 
for Rey. J. G. Pratt's sch., 
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